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@PortlaoiseGaa #ClubIsFamily

Editorial 
Welcome to our 7th edition of the Tattler.  Summer 2021 is rolling on and
as we head into the second half of 2021, we pause and take a breath to
reflect on all that has been achieved so far this year, despite all of the
challenges currently facing individuals, and the wider community, in these
still uncertain times.  Our involvement in our games and in making our club
a place for everyone continues to give us all a sense of pride and purpose. 
Club really is family.  Thank you for all your support so far in 2021 and we
look optimistically towards the rest of 2021.  The Tattler Team
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 Our Senior Ladies Football Team became
Division 1 Champions on Monday 2nd August

defeating St. Brigids 4-14 to 0-10
 

Well Done Girls!

Mnásome 
Division 1 Champions
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Portlaoise GAA 
Annual Golf Classic

 
 

1.Play Golf - Team x 4  
€200 - Includes Dinner

 
2. Sponsor a Tee Box €150

 
3. Make a Donation

Cash/Spot Prize
 

Friday 3rd
September

2021

Options

The  Heath Golf Club

Our Social Media AccountsOur Social Media AccountsOur Social Media Accounts      

JP Cahillane 086 0800814JP Cahillane 086 0800814JP Cahillane 086 0800814

Jas Reilly 086 8670534Jas Reilly 086 8670534Jas Reilly 086 8670534

To support the Golf Classic you can contact us viaTo support the Golf Classic you can contact us viaTo support the Golf Classic you can contact us via
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Town Hurlers Abú
The recent history of Portlaoise GAA has seen our hurlers struggle to compete at the elite senior grade.  But we’re
back knocking on the door and Friday 13th August provides the club with a golden opportunity to dine at the top
table again – and the familiar opposition is a club who have also struggled in recent years but undoubtedly see
their rightful place as a senior hurling club, The Harps of Durrow/Cullohill.

This is the delayed final of 2020. It's been a tough slog for both teams, dealing with the last gasp Covid-caused
postponement last year and trying to maintain fitness and form in the interim. The Town were motoring well at this
juncture last year but it's hard to gauge form-lines at the moment. Niall Gleeson and Cahir Healy have departed the
motherland and both of them are working in London. Both are eligible to play in this delayed final but haven’t been
training with the group. Tommy Fitzgerald has stepped away too after an epic playing career with his beloved club. 
 He was spotted lining out for the Juniors in recent weeks – so supporters will be hoping to catch one last glimpse
of a true artist of the game in action.

But new talent has come through in the shape of Eddie Critchley, Ben Brennan, and Eoin O Connor – and with an
experienced core that includes the likes of Cian Taylor, Gary Bergin, Frank Flanagan, David O Mahoney, Cormac
Rigney, Cathal Duggan as well as county centre-back Ciaran McEvoy, and the supremely talented Aaron Bergin,
Portlaoise will fancy their chances of repeating their final win of 2018.

The club would like to wish the entire hurling panel, background officials, and the management team of Derek
Delaney, Barry Fitzgerald, Paul Scanlon and Pat Critchley the very best of luck in the final. 

Cmon the Town!
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Tom Lalor RIP
One of the great legends of our club passed away in recent
weeks. Tom ‘Nasser’ Lalor led the revival of Portlaoise
hurling in the 1970’s and 1980’s.  He was an immensely
popular and inspiring figure and how fitting it was to see his
former players carrying him to his final resting place. The
club extends its sympathies to Tom's wife Bernie and his
daughter Ann-Marie and all of the extended family on their
sad loss. With the permission of the authors of the
Portlaoise GAA history ‘Cmon the Town’, we reproduce in
full the article that Tom penned for this publication over 5
years ago.

I lined out at midfield for the Town in the senior hurling final of 1960.The club had not won a county title in the grade for 17
years. But with a string of successes at minor level in the early to mid-1950s, many of these young stars were filtering through in
the later part of the decade and the senior squad became competitive. Borris-in-Ossory was the top team in the county in those
years and they were the team to beat. We had them on the rack on that final day in 1960 but poor shooting and bad luck left us
trailing by a single point at the long whistle.That was as near as I got, as a player, to win a senior medal. It would be seventeen
long years before the Town reached the final again.

In the years after that football was thriving in the club but for some unknown reason senior hurling was dying a slow death. All
through the sixties and into the seventies we had some great hurlers, the finest in the county. I can recall some tough and
exciting games with Borris-in-Ossory, Rathdowney, Errill, Kyle and St Canices and our nearest neighbours Clonad when luck
seemed to desert us on the important day. I managed the senior hurling team for many years but with football doing so well,
hurling was not a priority in the club. Poor preparation and lack of proper management were major factors in our lack of
success at the time. I am certain these were the reasons we were not winning the championship.

With this in minda group of ex-players met under the auspices of the then chairman, Teddy Fennelly. Teddy, a former dual
player, was anxious to try and revive the game of hurling in the town.This was the start of the clubs climb back to hurling
prominence. We got in the Tipperary legend, Jimmy Doyle, to help coach the team and he was a huge help.With other great men
for back up on the line I knew, as manager, or trainer as the role was known then, that we were starting to go places.
The backbone of the team was formed by dedicated senior players who combined well with the skilful newcomers of the minor
and U21 ranks. The aim of the management and selectors was to produce a skilful team combined with determination and
dedication. They were also aware of the need to develop our club players to the level where they might compete for their
county.

We gave the great Camross team a run for their money in the final of 1980 and then we won four in a row led by the ‘Old-Timer’
(John Joe Ging) and were a bit unlucky not to have made it five. We won two more in the ‘80s, so it was a time to remember. It
was heartening to see Laois teams competing at top level with our players as backbone. We were all delighted when Pat
Critchley won an All-Star award. He was very deserving of the honour but I was disappointed that a few more of our top players
were overlooked. Players like John Taylor, a marvellous hurler, the Bohanes, John and Billy and later Cyril Duggan and Niall
Rigney were all good enough to be All-Stars. We had great hurling men on the line, men like Paddy Critchley, Billy Bohane Snr,
John Keenan, Peadar Molloy, Paddy Brennan, Tom Bergin and my brother, Jimmy.These men knew all that was to be known
about hurling and how to win games. They were all great hurling men and great friends too.

One of my great disappointments was not winning the Leinster Club Championship. We went close a few times and especially in
1987 when we lost by a point. We were robbed as the referee kept the game going well over the time until Rathnure got the
goal that beat us. It was not the only time we lost through bad decisions.There has been a lot of bias against Portlaoise in
important hurling games. That has been evident up to even recent years. Why are they afraid of Portlaoise winning? And we play
the game for what its worth. Those in charge of games should remember the ‘80s. When Portlaoise was strong the county was
strong.

There’s a great interest now in hurling in the club and we have a nice young team coming through. I know we will be winning
senior titles again soon.
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MMost Portlaoise GAA people will clearly remember the trauma and
the uncertainty caused by the collapse in the sale of the old
grounds in Fr Browne Avenue. The club had made the momentous
decision to move to the more spacious surrounds of Rathleague
following a very tense EGM. The developer who was purchasing Fr
Browne Avenue had released €6.5M for Portlaoise GAA Club to
acquire the new lands in Rathleague and to start the development
of them. And then bang! The sale fell through and the club was left
with an undeveloped green-field site and the millstone of massive
debt around its neck.

This was a time of extreme stress for everyone connected with the
club. The stuff of nightmares. But as the horrid reality dawned the
real meaning of club also came to the fore.The club officials at the
time showed tremendous resilience and the goodwill of members
was plain to see.The determination to rise from the ashes was
evident and to the forefront of this was Jim Gaynor. 

Jim was a self-employed agri store owner and agri consultant and
was involved in the club at committee level at the time. He went
above and beyond in dealing with the fallout of the collapse and he
led the way in driving the development of our new grounds in
Rathleague. He halved the time he spent in his own business and
invested this time and more into Portlaoise GAA club as a volunteer. 
Most people wouldn’t have a notion of the amount of work that
went into Rathleague to get it to where it is right now.  The grounds
are in splendid condition – a testament to the tireless, everyday
efforts of unbelievable club volunteers such as Liam Breen, Sonny
Keogh, Ollie Byrne, Phil Harrington, Pat Loughman, Pat Keegan, JP
Cahillane, and Seamus Smyth. 

All of these men would point to the leadership and drive of Jim
Gaynor when things were at the very lowest ebb. Jim recounts the
story of the development of Rathleague in great detail and is very
proud to have been involved and very appreciative of the help that
people gave along the way.

Jim had a huge set back to his own health in 2019 when he had a
brain haemorrhage and he spent 6 months in hospital following
this. Physically, as he says himself, he’s ‘a bit bet up’ but mentally
he’s as sharp as ever.

The Tattler recently caught up with Jim in his residence in
Laurel Court on the Dublin Road, where he lives with his
devoted wife and rock, Freida.
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In Conversation With: 
Jim Gaynor

 

What's your background Jim? 
I qualified in Agri Science in UCD. I’m
originally from Westmeath. Just
outside Mullingar – a little place called
Ballinacarrigy.

What brought you to Portlaoise? 
Work. We moved to Portlaoise and
opened up a merchants store in
Ballybrittas. I took out an auctioneer’s
licence and would have done a lot of
work in valuations, helping people
affected by compulsory purchase
orders. I worked all over the country
so I was doing a lot of travelling. I
worked on the re-instatement of the
gas pipeline from Cork to Dublin
which went through about 500-600
landowners. I had a lot of dealings
with drainage and re-instatement of
land.

First involvements in Portlaoise
GAA 
I have four sons and three of them
played some football with the club,
particularly Brian and Paul.They
played with Ballyfin college too and
Brian was full back on the Laois minor
team of 1998, beaten by Tyrone in
the All-Ireland Final in Dublin.

Your better half? 
Freda is from Tipperary, outside
Thurles. I met her at a dance in
Dublin around 1970.

Coaching
When I moved to Kilkenny I was
involved with James Stephens in
hurling – I used to coach the lads
there, they were all only in national
school. When I came to Portlaoise
there was very little being done with
the juveniles at the time. A group of
us got together including John
Costelloe, the late Sean Mullins RIP,
and a number of other people who
had sons to start the Sunday
morning training with the juveniles
up in Fr Browne Avenue. I spent a
number of years at that. 

I enjoyed the coaching immensely. I
was a mentor with Paul’s U12 team.
We got to the Féile final down in
Kerry in a place called Carrow. 

I remember being involved with
U21’s when Brian was playing and we
played Stradbally Parish Gaels in the
county final over in Timahoe. It was a
famous match and we beat them. It
was one of the most enjoyable
matches I was ever at. 

Pauric Phelan, Aidan Fennelly, Bruno
McCormack were on it – a great
group of fellas. They had a good
team with Clancy and Miller and
others.

Your own playing career? 
I played county minor for Westmeath
as a corner back.  I remember my
first minor match against Dublin and
I had a particularly good game. After
the minor was finished, I played
Junior and then Senior in the
Autumn.I was only 18 or 19. I
remember games against
Fermanagh and Sligo. I played Senior
for one year only and we got to a
league final. 

Did you grow up aspiring to play
for Westmeath? 
No it just happened. I never gave it
much thought.  We had a number of
good players such as Dom Murtagh
and Mick Caroly, Dessie Dolan Snr.

We were in the play offs of the
league against Down and then I was
dropped off the team. All of a
sudden I wasn’t even on the subs
even though a lot of the subs that
were there never even played a
match. The club went in to ask what
happened and I was told they forgot
about me. I felt sore over that. 

I wouldn’t have minded being
dropped to the subs but to be told
they forgot about ya after being on
the team for all the other matches. I
felt really hurt. That turned me off
playing for Westmeath and I never
played after that. 

As a college student I went to
America for two Summers and that
kind of took me out of the game as
well a bit. I worked for two Summers
in New York. I worked in all sorts of
places - bars, security, and I played
with Leitrim over there.
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In Conversation With: 
Jim Gaynor

 

Committee Level
I got involved in the committee and I
used to help with cutting the grass
up in Fr Browne Avenue with Phil O
Keeffe, Joe Daly and a few others. I
recall the ground was quite wet – a
lot of people mightn’t remember
that.All along by where the SDS is
now was very wet and up to the
juvenile pitches. We used to get stuck
there trying to park cars. It was the
same type of soil as we have out in
Rathleague.

If you look at the soils map of Ireland
you’ll see that all around Portlaoise the
soil type is a heavy gley which means
essentially it’s just not free-draining and
you have to put in heavy drainage. For
Rathleague, it means we have to keep
the lateral drains running across the
pitch fairly close and a network of
drainage so that surface water can get
away. 

Spiking is needed every so often in
Rathleague to try reduce the
compaction. It compacts with the
players running on it. Spikes and also
sand down into it make it a bit more
free draining. 

Best Footballers
I thought Aidan Fennelly was a nice
player. He had great speed and he was
a good man to tackle players. Martin
Delaney was a classy player. 
Ian Fitzgerald was a lovely player. 

Rathleague
There was another site out on the
Crookedy road, but it was wetter and
worse and closer to the bog out
there. We finally decided on the
grounds at Rathleague. The late Mrs
Conroy had a house in front of Pat
Keegan’s, and she had about 20
acres. Mary and Joe Lalor owned
another 19.5 acres. 

The size and the shape of the land
was important and with these two
parcels of land it came to a total of
just under 40 acres. Fr Brown, in
comparison, was about 17 acres. It
was also the right shape. 

Sale Agreed
We sold the land in Fr Browne
Avenue to the developers Firestone.
Planning permission was obtained
from Laois County Council and we
thought we were sorted.We sold the
place for €19M. 

However some locals appealed the
decision. After waiting some months,
Firestone - who wanted us to be
working on the new grounds so that
they would be ready to move when it
came to Fr Browne - lent us €6.5M to
buy land and develop it.

Unfortunately, An Bord Pleanála
rejected the planning and we were
left in limbo. 

County Finals
I’ve enjoyed following the different
club teams through the years and
seeing my son Brian play a part with
the senior football teams. In 1999 the
Club footballers, who had been
through a lean period, won the county
final with Brian in corner back.  In the
county final Portlaoise had about 12
players who were either minor or U21.  

I also remember another final, I think
in 2001, where Brian got an infection
and a high temperature in the days
leading up to the match. I got him an
antibiotic and Mick Lillis arrived here
with a big bowl of yoghurt and told
him to eat it. I remember going out
after the match when the final was
over, and Brian’s jersey was wet on his
back.  He got through it though.  There
was great spirit in that team.  
Running out of space in Fr Browne
Avenue:  

We had a very active Juvenile Club in
hurling and football at all ages.  It was
decided there wasn’t enough room to
cater for everyone.  I was given the job
of trying to research the available sites
around Portlaoise and report back to
the committee.  We were keen to stay
as close to the town as we could.  So I
went around and I looked at a lot of
grounds.  A lot of the land we looked
at was owned by dairy farmers who
weren’t interested in selling.  So we
had limited enough options in terms
of where we could go.  
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Working away on Rathleague –
Before things crashed
We appointed a contractor, Sol Golf
from Cork, to clear out the site and
change it from agricultural use.
Ditches had to be removed and
drains organised. We also got the
green perimeter fencing installed at
the time. We appointed, on the advice
of Croke Park, Richard Hayden to
supervise Sol Golf and to design the
pitch layout and pitch drainage as he
was an expert in that field. So we
didn’t undertake that work ourselves.  
Hayden was also the person who
developed Fr Browne Avenue for the
County Board - the current Centre of
Excellence.I just kept an eye on what
was happening for my own interest. 

Pitch Drainage
I had knowledge in this area, but I
wasn’t the person calling the shots. If
there was something I thought might
have been done differently I might
have said it but you can’t have two or
three different people directing to the
contractor. Richard Hayden was the
man we were relying on.

Unfortunately, we ran out of money
and we couldn’t drain all of the
pitches properly. We owed Sol Golf
some money in the end and
eventually there was a deal done with
them, but they weren’t prepared to
release the drainage drawings, and
that’s why the drawings we have now
are sketchy.

Next Stage
Sol Golf finished their works and
when they left it was a bit like a
building site.  Big heaps of stones,
rubble was left and pitch 5 had no top
soil spread on it. The car park was in
rough condition.  Pitches 1, 2, 3 & 4
were completed to a high standard
including drainage. Pitches 5 and 6
weren’t drained at all.

Getting Stuck In
I spent a lot of time out there in 2010
and 2011.  I took half time off my
work.  I had a business partner and I
didn’t want to be blackguarding him. 
 So I told him I’d just take half a salary
for a year or two.  I wanted to help
move it from a building site to what it
is today.

What made you do this? 
Well I felt that in the club we were all
shocked when planning was refused
by An Bord Pleanála.  The club was in
bother and we needed to pull
together.  We needed people to rally
around and to help.  

It was pure determination to make
things work out.  I felt we needed to
rally together and a lot of people were
called upon. We got a great response
with lots of club members getting
stuck in on a voluntary basis.  

Getting the grounds up and
running
We identified a long list of jobs that
needed to be done to get the
grounds ready for use. This included
removing the rubble and sand,
getting the car park built, laying pitch
5, and constructing the changing
rooms and services.  

Installing the dressing rooms
Once we cleared the site and layed
Pitch 5 we turned our attention to
getting some covered areas and
temporary dressing rooms. 

I had a plan in my head as to what
way I thought we should lay out the
dressing rooms. We bought a good
wide container off Sol Golf – that’s
where the showers are – and got
stuck in with a lot of help from a lot of
people.  

A range of portacabins were
organised through different sources
across the county and transport to
Rathleague was arranged. Foundation
walls were put in for the containers to
be dropped in sections. 

A 40-foot container was bought and
used for dressing rooms. People
don’t realise we have 4,000 sq ft of
covered space out there. 
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Club Volunteers
Needless to say, there were so many
people who volunteered. It is what
makes this club so special. Some
were able to give more time than
others but every bit helped get us to
where we are now. It gives me great
pride to look back on this time and to
have met all these people. 

The sub-committee at the time
responsible for the relocation was
great. It included John Hanniffy, who
played a big part in the negotiation
with the developer, Teddy Fennelly
Snr, Vinny Dowling and Peter O Neill.
 
The day-to-day maintenance in
Rathleague has, and still is very well
kept. I still call out for the morning
cuppa from time to time and meet up
with Ollie, Sonny, Liam, Phil, JP,
Seamus, and the two Pats. 

The banter is great out there and it’s
great to catch up with all the lads. 

Clubhouse
When we were designing the
portacabins we deliberately left space
for the clubhouse. There is room to
build it without having to shut the
place down.  Some people might
think some of the old stock are
against the clubhouse. We are not of
course - but it’s a question of what
the priorities are for the club. My
thinking is that the drainage and the
lights are the priority. The players
need proper training facilities for the
winter. 

Other Jobs
From where we started, it is amazing
to look back at all the jobs that we’ve
got done over the years. We
upgraded and set out the car park
and entrance road, installed the gym
and machinery shed, put up
floodlights on pitch 4, put fencing
around pitch 1, install ball catcher
nets, landscape the grounds with
trees and hedging, etc.

Lots of Help
I got great satisfaction out of seeing
the grounds develop. We had come
from a point where we were on our
knees to turning it around and
salvaging it as a club. 
Lots of people helped down
throughout the years with different
jobs. If we had got the €19M I don’t
think people would have come out to
help as much. I don’t want to start
naming names as I know I’ll leave
somebody out. 

Tell us about taking ill Jim
I’m badly bet up as you can see. I had
a brain haemorrhage. In the Spring of
2019, I had a bit of a problem with
low blood pressure. I was getting
dizzy spells. I went into the hospital in
Portlaoise, and they did a scan on me,
and they noticed I had an unusual
shading in my brain. 

They said there was a cluster of blood
vessels that shouldn’t be there, so
they sent me to Beaumount and they
did an angiogram. 

The options I was given were that I
could have an operation and have
them removed, do nothing and they
could be there for years, or have
radiotherapy. I opted for the
radiotherapy as it was the least
intrusive.I didn’t like the idea of a big
operation opening my head up. But I
didn’t get to have the treatment. 

Surgery
I had a date for the radiotherapy but
4 or 5 days before it I got a massive
headache. I went up to bed and I took
two anadin. I thought it was just a bad
headache. Freda came up ten
minutes later and I was gone
unconscious so she called an
ambulance and they brought me up
to Beaumount. They operated on me
that Sunday night. 
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A lot of my power is gone. A
homecare lady comes in the
mornings to wash and shave me. But
I’m upbeat.  I don’t feel sick or
anything. 

At this point Freda comes in to check
on us as we have been chatting for
nearly 3 hours. Jim may have lost
some of his power but his memory is
still in good shape. 

As we get ready to part,  Jim reminds
me of a few practical things in the
club grounds such as the importance
of having the Bord Na Mona
treatment plant properly serviced. 

He sees no reason why this can’t
serve the club well regardless of
whatever facilities development is
planned. And he tells us the name of
the man who will service it. 

Finally, he says that he would like to
thank everyone who he worked with
and volunteered in the development
of the grounds. It is a place that is
very special to him. 

Jim Gaynor is a man who has made a
tremendous selfless contribution to
Portlaoise GAA but for him it’s what
he got out of it himself. As he said on
numerous occasions, he got great
satisfaction in seeing the club
develop. And he looks forward to it
continuing to develop long into the
future. 

Hospital
Thankfully I pulled through it although
I was in a coma then and kept on a
life support machine for 2 or 3 weeks.
I was paralysed all down my left side. I
couldn’t walk, stand, and I couldn’t
talk which was a major problem for
me!  There were tubes sticking out of
me everywhere. When they took out
the tracheotomy, I got my voice back
and the boys said to me if you don’t
stop talking, we’ll get them to put the
tracheotomy back in!  

I gradually recovered and went to
Peamount then. It’s a rehabilitation
hospital and they got me back on my
feet. I was 2 or 3 months there. 

I spent 6 months in hospital between
Beaumount, Naas, Peamount and
Portlaoise.

How are you now?
I’m badly restricted. Freda got the
house converted for me downstairs
when I was in hospital. Freda is my
rock and only for her I’d be lost. I use
a walker a lot. I can walk but if I fell I
wouldn’t be able to get up. 

6 Months On....

It's hard to believe it is almost 6
months since we started our
hugely popular Club Bingo.   
With over €7,500 guaranteed
each week, its easy to see
why... 

Books are only €8 for 8 games
+ entry into Brochan's famous
wheel of fortune and can be
purchased on clubbingo.ie or
Bosco's Gala Store on the
Mountrath Road, Portlaoise. 

The Club Bingo team would like
to thank everyone who has
played & supported to date.
This great club fundraising
initiative will support plans to
develop Portlaoise GAA Club
for future generations so we
encourage all members
,supporters, friends and family
to continue to support and
help spread the word!!!
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Portlaoise GAA

#TattlerThrowback2015
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Summer Hurling & Camogie


