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Editorial 
Welcome to our 10th edition of the Tattler and Happy Halloween 2021.  The clocks are changing this
weekend, the evenings are darker, the list of teams across the club still involved in championship is
getting shorter, our nursery group will finish their season in Rathleague with a Fancy Dress celebration
this weekend and some of our juvenile training will move indoors until the weather and pitch conditions
improve in the Spring.  

We still have a lot of Club activity to keep us going over the winter months.  It is a time for reflection on
all that has been done in 2021 and times for ideas and proposals on what can be done in 2022. The
most important club meeting in the GAA calendar, the Club AGM, will take place in the coming weeks. 
 All registered members will be invited to have their say on the day.  Don't miss out.

- Jennifer & The Tattler Team
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@PortlaoiseGaa #ClubIsFamily
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SGM Special General Meeting  Monday 8th November 
All  eligible adult members of Portlaoise GAA Club i.e. those registered
before 31st May 2021 will be voting on a motion to change a decision
made previously by the club.  Further information and formal
notification on this meeting will issue shortly to all members.

AGM Annual General Meeting  Sunday 28th November 

A date for your diary.  Have your say and join us on the day.

All  eligible adult members of Portlaoise GAA Club will shortly receive formal
notification of the Annual General Meeting which is due to take place before the
end of November.  

Town25 Information Night Wednesday 27th October 
We had an amazing turnout to the Town25 Information Night on what was a wet,
miserable October evening.  Thank you to all who made it on the night.  For those
who couldn't make it please check out the Virtual Tour on www.town25.com.
It will give you an insight into the vision and plan that has been developed in
consulation with club members to add to the facilities for our great club.  

Club Matters
Wednesday 27th October

Monday 8th November

Sunday 28th November  

https://www.town25.com/


Jimmy Doyle, the legendary Tipperary hurler and brother-in-law of the late Owen Deegan RIP, was
present at the Portlaoise GAA AGM of 1981. He spoke at the AGM and according to the Leinster Express
that week he stated that “he had first-hand knowledge of a number of other clubs but never had he seen
such dedication from players and members as he had seen in Portlaoise. 

He appealed for continued cooperation from the hurlers and asked those footballers who could hurl to
join the panel. He added that those hurlers useful at football should also play that game. The two games
go hand in hand”.
 
Students of Portlaoise GAA history will know how that played out over the next decade or so – Portlaoise
were the dominant force in Laois in both codes and some of the great dual players of our club played
leading roles in this success.
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60 Years Ago...

40 Years Ago...

20 Years Ago...

The great Christy O Brien from Borris in Ossory – one of Laois’ best ever hurlers – togged out for his one
and only game for Portlaoise in the Senior Football Championship in 1961, in a replay against
Annanough, and helped Portlaoise to a 0-6 to 0-3 win. 

Christy was a great admirer of ‘the Town’ club and though he had a good game he decided that
Portlaoise had plenty of good young footballers and he didn’t want to do one of them out of a place on
the team. 
Remarkably his son Pat, another Laois hurling great, also threw in his lot with Portlaoise footballers in the
1990’s and was a star man, scoring 2-1, as Portlaoise beat St Manmans to win the Junior title in 1992.

Incidentally that first game against Annanough in 1961 wasn’t even a draw! The game was abandoned ten
minutes from the end, with Portlaoise up by two points, when ‘the ball was left aside and individual bouts
of fisticuffs erupted all over the field. The referee, Jimmy Rankins, tried but failed to restore order and he
abandoned the game”.

The Town made it 5-in-a-row in U21 football in 2001, when they beat Stradbally Parish Gaels by 1-11 to 1-
8 in the final.  This was a mighty battle and it repeated the feat of 1979 – the only other time 5 titles in a
row were won.  

Pauric Phelan was captain of a star-studded Town team. Just two years later, two of this team – Colm
Byrne and Aidan Fennelly - were important members of the Laois senior team who won the county’s first
Leinster Championship since 1946. 
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2001 Minor Hurling Champions 20 Year Reunion

A great night was had by all at the recent 20 year reunion of the
2001 hurling panel.  Of the original panel of 22 players, 14 lads
showed up along with the management team of John Taylor,
Brochan O'Reilly and Seamus Fitzgerald. Cahir Healy even managed
to make it back across the pond.  Cahir would have been 14 years
old playing in that minor final.  Thank you to George Plunkett for
allowing the TV to be used to put the DVD of the match on the big
screen. (Sky TV have already been in touch about buying the rights
to the game the standard was so good!)   Lovely touch from
Stephen Phelan (Teff) to bring a framed photo of Owen Fingleton
RIP who had a great game at wing back on the day of the final. 
 Owen was in our thoughts on the night. A few lads stepped up to
the mark with a couple of Luke Kelly songs,  the singing contest was
tight but Brochan just pipped it from Tommy Fitz with ‘Red is the
Rose’! Roll on the 30 year reunion.
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Our Town

How fantastic was it to see our

town Portlaoise win the title of

IBAL (Irish Businesses against

Litter) cleanest town in Ireland a

few short weeks ago.  Leading the

way in winning this award is the

Portlaoise Tidy Towns committee,

which is chaired by none other

than our very own Gerry Browne.

  

Just ten years ago Portlaoise

finished bottom of the rankings in

the IBAL league, and this was what

prompted Gerry to join the local

Tidy Towns committee.   “Hearing

that was like a kick in the stomach

and that energised me. It was a

case of either do something about

it or not, so I decided I would do

something about it”, he said in an

interview after the news came

through.

Gerry’s approach to finding

volunteers to help, is not to ask

them but to let them come forward

themselves, and this approach has

paid rich dividends. “To ask

somebody to go out and pick up

someone else’s rubbish — it takes

a special kind of person to do that.

I think we’re dead lucky with the

people who have come forward,

people come to us.  

We’ve learned that you don’t ask

somebody to volunteer, if they

come to you, they come for their

own reasons, they want to do it."

There’s no point in trying to get

somebody to do it. We’re so lucky

with the volunteers we have. I

think we’ve had a great crew for a

good few years, even before Covid,

it’s only through Covid that we

realise how committed they

actually were.  Even during Covid,

we would go out and do our litter

picks (socially distanced), on

Wednesday and Saturday, they

kept the whole thing going.”

Cllr Catherine Fitzgerald, vice

chairperson of Portlaoise GAA,

was fulsome in her praise for the

Tidy Towns volunteers, and also

the council for working in

partnership.  "It is fantastic news

that Portlaoise is the tidiest town

in Ireland. Well done to all the

Tidy Towns volunteers and Laois

County Council working in

partnership. It is a huge

improvement, not so long ago we

were down the IBAL list.

Fitzmaurice Place was picked out

in particular.   .

Over the last week I don't know

how many people said to me the

town is looking well. Massive

congratulations," she said.

Cllr Willie Aird, another stalwart

member of our club, compared the

flower bedecked town to the

tourist centre of Killarney in

Kerry.  "You couldn't but notice all

the flowers. We are used to seeing

it passing through Killarney and

we have it here now. It's a great

committee here in Portlaoise. The

late Cllr Jerry Lodge and Cllr

Kathleen O'Brien were huge

soldiers in this area, we see the

benefits now.  "It is an absolutely

huge achievement. For years we

were so embarrassed with the

points, but the council gave huge

commitment. Schoolchildren too,

play a huge role, you see them out

with their parents at weekends,

huge numbers of volunteers out

filling bags," he said.

Well done to everyone concerned

on this magnificent achievement

for our town. And great to see

Gerry leading the way in helping

his town to win national honours –

just as he did as a gritty and

dashing wing forward back in 1983. 

The Cleanest Town in Ireland



Vol 1 Issue 10

Our Town 
Billy Dargan RIP 



In Conversation With: 
Sonny Keogh
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Odlums Field
I was born in 1952 and grew up in St
Johns Square, before we moved to
the Ridge Road around 1961 or
1962.  I remember just outside –
where the Leisure Centre is now –
was all corn fields.  Odlums’ field it
was. 

There was a sandpit there just
outside the wall of our house and
we used to play there the whole
time. I remember my father cutting
corn in Odlums Field. It ran right to
the back of the houses where
Parkview (Moneyballytyrrell) is now,
and Dr Murphys and Johns Square
was over to the right. St Brigids was
non-existent at that time. 

There was a little ditch just in the
front of where St Brigids is now and
we used to play street leagues
there. Christy Higgins, John Dooley
and all those lads. I played a little bit
with Dr Murphys but it was very
little. It was kind of amalgamated at
that time - we had mixed teams out
of the school and that. 

Playing for The Town
In my early days I didn’t play any
hurling at all. The earliest I can
remember is U16. I remember we
won 2 U16s in hurling and football
in the one year and the following
year we won the U17 – I missed out
because I was playing a match up in
Prosperous in Kildare, with the Tech,
and I broke my wrist.

I got that mended and came back
hurling minor with the town in 1968
I think but I’m not great on the
years. Bill Phelan was over all those
teams. We played the minor hurling
final against Rathdowney. They had
illegal players, they had 2 or 3 in
from Tipperary and they beat us by
a couple of points.

Thomas Deegan, Forney Walsh,
myself, Pat McEvoy, Louis Duff were
on that team. I used to play half
back in the hurling and full forward
in the football. We made the semi
final of the football in the same
year. And after that I gave it up.

Family 
I’m married to Pauline, 42 years
now. But some would say I’m having
an affair with the GAA I spend so
much time in Rathleague. 
I’ve two boys, Gareth and Niall and 6
grandchildren, 3 of them are playing
with the Town (Adam, Lauren and
Alyssa) and 3 more with Park
Ratheniska (Fia, Tadhg and Daithi). 

The Keoghs of the Ridge
There was seven girls and three
lads. I was the fourth eldest. Brid,
Marie, Pattie, then myself, Ann,
Kathleen, Bernie , Sean, Pat and
Angie. We lost Pat, he’s dead 27
years now - he was killed in an
accident outside Monasterevin, then
my mother and father died a few
years after that. Brid who sadly
passed away in 2016 was a fierce
supporter of Portlaoise.No matter
where she was she’d ring home to
find out how Portlaoise got on. She
lived in Tipp for a while, and they
moved over to England – she still
always kept in contact. Sean lives in
Dublin but he comes down for all
the matches (mainly the finals!!!).
Pattie the same she never misses a
match along with the Kehoes and
Heffernans. They all go to the
matches. We even have Willie
(Bernie’s husband an O Dempseys
stalwart) converted now – he was
caught roaring for Portlaoise on
many occasions.

Dad
My father was always in involved in
the club and he was the President
before he died. I used to always go
up to O'Moore Park and I’d be
watching the two boys, my father
and Jim Loughlin, and they’d sit
there, and they’d criticise everyone.
They’d criticise this one and that one
and laugh about this and that. All in
good humour and great memories.

Memories
Mascot in 1958
I can't remember much of that. I can
just about remember John Dunne
and Phil O Keeffe playing. I don’t
remember the other players much
but I was only 5 or 6.But I remember
we won that match and there was
great celebrations and a great
crowd at it. 

I remember going to a match in
Graiguecullen, Portlaoise and the
Heath, I think it was, and it ended up
3 points to 2. The ‘Wok’ Kenneally
started a row, and all hell broke
loose. I remember the Jas playing
and the Rake, Mulhaire, all that
crew.

John Fennell’s scissors kick
I remember the Rake playing, Harry
Mulhaire, Paschal, Brian, Teddy, the
Murphys, Paddy Bracken, Sydney
Harkins, John Fennell. They were a
great side. John Fennell scored a
goal in O'Moore Park. This ball came
in across the square and it looked
like it was going wide and Molloy
from O'Dempseys was in the goal.
Next minute he leapt up and hit a
scissors kick and pulled on it and
buried it into the back of the net
and they won the match. I never
seen anything like it and I
remember it well. 
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In Conversation With:
Sonny Keogh 

Memories
I remember Paddy Brennan playing and Tom Lalor, Tom
Preston, Joe Lalor, Zulu Brown, Tommy Brown, Hackey
Dunne, Pat Dalton, John Hughes, the Jas, Butch Coss, Mick
Larkin – I saw all of them playing. And Mick Dalton – he was
from Borris in Carlow, and he was either a butcher or a
barman in Dunnes of Stradbally and the boys got wind of it. 

So my father and I can't remember who went over with
him, but the lads asked him would he play with Portlaoise.
And that’s how Mick came to play with Portlaoise. He came
here and he ended up in the DOS (O'Sullivans Grocery
Stores on Main St – where Kevin Fitz is now with Blue Sky).
He went in there as manager and then he joined the prison
service in the 60’s sometime. Mick was some hurler and
footballer.

I remember lads like Tom Phelan, Mick Rigney, Mick
Twomey too – they were juniors but some men. Great
times.

Sore leg – Cant' Travel
I was to go the All-Ireland semi-final against Bellaghy and
didn’t I get something in my knee. The knee started to swell,
and I couldn’t walk, and I couldn’t go the match. I
remember I couldn’t get a doctor on the Monday morning
and the only doctor available was Dr Dwane on the Dublin
Road. Up I went to him, and he told me ‘Do you what's
wrong with you, you’ve Housemaids Knee’ he said. Its
swelling on the joint and he gave me these tablets and I
was grand the next day.
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Curly Prendergast
Curly scored two goals, in an All-
Ireland semi-final against Austin
Stacks from Kerry, that we never saw
the likes of in O'Moore Park since. 

He buried the two of them in the
corner I still remember them. 
He scored them into the town end.
He came down the field soloing the
ball and he came in around at an
angle and he shot two super goals.
They were absolutely brilliant.

The conversion of Colm Browne
I remember Jimmy Bergin was picked
as a half back and wasn’t he sick the
morning of the match and had to cry
off. And Colm Browne was brought
back into the backline – that’s how
Colm came to be a back. 

He was always a forward before that.
They were bet after, but Austin Stacks
had a great team. Ger Power, Mickey
Sheehy and all of those.

Matches
I’ll never forget the game against
Athlone in a Leinster Semi-Final
(1970-71). I think they were down 
1-11 to 0-2 at half time and came
back and won it and they won the
Leinster after. I remember Harry
Mulhaire scored one of the goals –
Harry used to play the basketball. Ya
may ask Breen about that match he
has a great memory. 

Then obviously the game against
Austin Stacks with Curly and them –
that was a great match. There was a
lot of close calls in Leinster against
the Dublin teams in more recent
years.I remember the match that
went to extra time against St Brigids
and it was a great match. 

Hurler on the Ditch
The great thing about being bred into
a dual club is following both codes
week after week. 

If the footballers are not out we are at
hurling. Senior, intermediate, junior I
go to them all. 

There have been some tremendous
hurlers down the years, too many to
mention them all. But one would have
to remember the likes of John Taylor
(who should of got an All Star), Zoom,
the Keenans, the Bohan’s, the Bergins,
the Rigneys, the Duggans, Cheddar,
Matt Keegan, Goggie RIP.

I remember the great battles in the
80’s where we did the 4 in a row and
won 6 finals in the 80’s. There were
some games, where men were men.

Players
There were so many. I wouldn’t know
where to start. Have mentioned a
good few already. The 60s lads like I
said. I always thought Cyril O Meara
was a great player. Then after I
thought Mick Dooley was a great club
player, one of the best we ever had.
Curly and Colm and Atch. Gerry
Browne – ah I cant name them all
there were too many. 

Right up the present day. I always
reckoned that Tommy Fitzgerald was
one of the best half backs we had and
a bit under-rated. He was a great man
to attack. A dual player. He probably
didn’t get as much credit for the
football because he was known as a
hurler mainly. Karl Lenihan in his day
– nobody was able for him at time.
Some man to catch a ball.

Zach
I remember Zach Tuohy coming
home. Zach would always fit in there.
He was a great boost to the lads, and
they were happy to see him. 

He is some ambassador for the Town
and we hope to see him in a green
and white jersey in the near future
again.

Peter McNulty RIP
Poor oul Peter – I remember shouting
after him after training on a Thursday
night. I had a jacket belonging to him
that he’d left behind.  And the boys
said no he’s gone home.  I never seen
him since. But we still have the jacket.
I was at a wedding over in Stradbally
and John Mulligan called me and said
‘there’s after being a tragedy, Peters
been found’. I couldn’t believe it. Such
a sad time.

Mná na gClub
The ladies committee were great up
in the old club. Ladies like Francie
Conroy and Sadie Bohan and the
crew then, and then you had
Antoinette, Maureen O'Keeffe, Marie
Daly, Catherine, Imelda and many
more. And not forgetting the men Jim
Lanham and Mick Mulhall & co. They
were brilliant and used to serve up
meals and teas and sandwiches and it
would be great to revive that.
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AGMs
I went one year, and it was in the
courthouse. Joe Bracken was
chairman of the club at the time. 
 Ned Campion used to come up with
maybe a drink or two in him. And
Ned used to always start about the
finances.  No matter what it was,
Ned would bring it up and there’d
be murder. 

Then there would lads in at it and
they’d be half shot. And Joe Bracken
would be sitting up on the bench,
where the judge would sit, trying to
keep order. 

And they’d ask Denis Kavanagh for
the finances and Denis would pull
out an oul match box or a cigarette
box and he’d have everything
written up on that! The place would
be packed.

Another year we were up at an AGM
in the old GAA grounds and the
meeting was going on and they
were raising the membership price
and Jack Critchley came in through
the door and Jack was paying and
anyways someone said the price has
gone up. And Jack says ‘are ya takin
it’. ‘No’ he was told. ‘you’re getting
nothing so’. 

And Jack came in through the door
and next minute there was a vote.
They were told anyone who was
paid up was entitled to vote.Next
minute Seamie Beere put the hand
up and says ‘hold it there’s a man
here voting and he didn’t pay his
membership – Jack Critchley!. 

Well, there was uproar!! Jack
shouted across to Seamie ‘I’m a
member of this club a lot longer
than you are.I offered ye money and
ye wouldn’t take it – ye’re getting
nothing now!! 

Dinny Bowe laughing like I don’t
know what. Ah it was brilliant.

Characters
Ned Campion was one.  Great
sayings. Someone got into bother
with money. Next minute Ned says
‘ah the poor divil - he got his own
money mixed up the company
money!’ He had the wittiest sayings
like that.

And Paddy Fitz. Paddy is some
character - jaysus you’d always have
great gallery with Paddy. I always
remember there was a breakfast
booked outside Drogheda one day.

We were on our way to play Leinster
Club in Dundalk. It was in a
roadhouse cafe, and someone says
to Paddy ‘what are you having
Paddy’. 

‘I’m having a fry’, says Paddy. Karl
Lenihan said ‘I’m having a fry as
well’. This one came out anyway and
she put scrambled egg, beans and
toast in front of us. 

Paddy says to her ‘ I don’t want that
yoke, I want a fry’. ‘Oh, there’s no
frys’, she says. 

What do you mean says Paddy
there’s no fry’s. The only thing that
was ordered was scrambled eggs.
The club had pre-ordered the food.

We used to drive Paddy mad about
the fry – even today. Harmless but
just pure fun with slagging.

Different Eras
I’d never say that any player was the
best of all time in the club. They
were different eras. Like the lads of
the 60s played a different game to
the lads in the 70s and 80s and the
very same onto today. The 60s was
a slower type football, it was more a
mans game at that time. There was
hitting and there was boxing off the
ball and you got away with it. You
had to win your own patch. 

But the following eras it became a
bit cleaner, more movement. 

1982/83 – The All Ireland Team
Jas would always get me in on the
line. Curly and Colm were
outstanding on that team. Curly
would break any team's heart and
Colm was an All-Star and made the
Ireland team against Australia too.
Then you had the Brownes, Bohans,
Scullys. Thinking back we have some
great family names with traditions
in the club. And it's great to see the
next generations of all these
families coming through now.

LGFA & Camogie
The Ladies footballers and the
camogie are after making some
strides in recent years. It's brilliant
to have them fully involved and
integrated into the club and the club
is all the better for it. That will
continue to grow and hopefully we
have great times to look forward to
as a club for many years to come.

Sonny – The Kitman
I worked in the Prison Service for 32
years. I was in Mountjoy for two
years and then was transferred to
Portlaoise where I worked for 30
years. 

When I retired in 2005 I spent most
my time in Fr Brown Avenue. I went
up there this day and was talking to
Plunkett (George) and he asked me
would I give him a hand doing the
water. That started it off. That’s
sixteen years ago. 

The rest is history as they say. Water
boy, minding footballs, kit man, I
was even a nutritionist one of the
years. 
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Rathleague
I was out here in Rathleague from
the start. Jim Gaynor was one of the
best men ever in the club as far as
I’m concerned. Knew every detail of
the place. No matter what you
wanted to know Jim Gaynor knew it.

Brian Gaynor was great too, with all
of the trees and the look of the
place out here. Philip Harrington
was another man that deserves
great credit for the work he did out
there. Jim McManus was another
man who helped a lot when we
came out here first.  More recently
Malachy McNulty Snr and his son
Danny, Ronan O’Gorman, Colm O
Sullivan and all at Brady signs.  We
have a good crew. There can be
murder here in the mornings. 
 Breen, Ollie, myself, Pat Keegan, Pat
Loughman, Seamie Smyth, JP loves
coming out, Malcolm does be out
the odd time, Jas, Fats Brown too. 

Always stirring and banter and most
of all telling lies. Great craic out
here. We do our work, and the tea-
breaks are great fun. One thing for
sure you have to leave your feelings
at the door. We’re very lucky with
that man across the road there too
(Pat Keegan). Great man and would
help you out in any way.

Next Phase
It was great to see the presentation
last week of Town 25. The crew I
mentioned earlier have brought us
to here but now it's time for the
next generation to bring it to the
next level. We have a great leader in
Teddy and I’m sure every man,
woman and child will rally behind
him and his team in the future. We
are all very proud of what we have
achieved in Rathleague over the
past few years but this will really
bring us to the next level. I hope I
will be marking pitches for many
years to come out there. 

Then you had Tommy Conroy, and
Malachy then Niall Rigney. And
Kevin Fitz now with his team. All
great town men and very good
managers and trainers. We were
and continue to be blessed with the
talent within the club to lead and
guide our teams.

Still enjoying it
I get great craic out of it.  I never lost
my appetite for it.  I still keep going
doing the same thing – I don’t have
as much to do now as at the start.

That time I used to have to do the
water, go get fruit, to do this and do
that. Now I’m not too bad – I’ve only
the jerseys to wash and the
footballs. I’d always be there maybe
half to three quarters of an hour
before any of them. 

Winning….and losing
The best part of being involved is
winning. I get great pride out of
winning. I tell ya I cried like a child
the time we were bet against the
crowd from Clare (Kilmurry
Ibrickane). I couldn’t believe we
were bet. The referee made some
mess of that match. He was reffing
it with old rules and new rules and
that’s why Brian Mulligan should
never have been sent off.   We still
could have won it. We missed a
sitter of a goal but that was a game
left behind in a big way.

Marking the Pitch
I do tell the lads I have leprosy – no
one will come near me when I’m
marking. The only time I need
someone is if I have to re-line the
pitch.It would take me over 2 hours
to line it but I don’t need anyone
when I’m marking it as I just fly up
and down the lines. I’m doing it the
last 10 years. Takes 2 and a half
hours to do a pitch. I would come
out at 7am and start then, because
any later and the sun can make it
hard to see the line.

9 in a row (12 in 13 years)
There were some magnificent
players over the 13 years who
brought great joy to me on a
personal level and the club in
general. We had many great days
with plenty of heartache too I
suppose. 

Sadly a lot of those players have
retired by now but owe the club
nothing after great years of service,
Cahir Healy, Brian Glynn, Aidan
Fennelly, Craig Rogers, Kevin
Fitzpatrick, Adrian Kelly, Mick Nolan,
Brian Gaynor and Bruno to name a
few. 

This crew were like a second family
to me. A day wouldn’t pass during
the season that one of them
wouldn’t be knocking the door in
Fielbrook. “Is Sonny around – can I
get balls in the shed”. And that
tradition is still going strong.

What’s next?
We still have an exceptional team
led by players like Kieran Lillis,
Conor Boyle, Gareth Dillon, Graham
Brody and Paul Cahillane. But the
future is bright with the 5 Ben’s,
Gary, Macca, Frank, Damon , John
Kavanagh, Kevin Swayne and the
O’Connell brothers and many more.

Managers
John Mulligan was next manager
and he asked me in, and I was in
with him for three years. John was a
great trainer. Great motivator. Great
discipline. He stands out to me as
one of the best trainers we ever
had. 

Mick Lillis and Mark Kavanagh were
next. They were good also. I used to
laugh at Mick and Mark – they’d be
kicking frees when the lads would
be running around the field in the
fog. 
 



Richie Downey – Downeys Auto Stop -  Ian Fitzgerald – Castle Orthodontics - George Plunkett – Peigs Bar 

Coppers Nightclub – Dave Power - Hughes Pharmacy - Jim and Deirdre – Sid Lewis 

Paul McEvoy - PJ Kavanagh – Kavanaghs Bar & Venue -  Bosco Ramsbottom – Bosco’s Gala 

Pat Harding Butchers - Teddy & Eamon Fennelly - Donie Norton – The Welcome Inn 

John Adams Car Sales - Niall Kavanagh – McKeon Stone Stapo Brown – De Bruns Bar

Paul Conroy - Dentist - Allan Daly – AD Contracting Limited - Permanent tsb Portlaoise Stephen Hudson 

FBD Insurance - Brian Scully -  Diageo Seamus ‘Sammy’ Kelly - Stradbally GAA Club

Tom and Antoinette Prendergast -  Brownes Animal Feeds - Maureen O Keeffe

Dick Sides – President Portlaoise GAA - John Hanniffy – Remcoll Capital & Gaelic Solutions - Gerry Browne Jewellers

Mulhalls SuperValu - Ballard Nursing Home  - Cyril & Angela Duggan - Joey Brennan - Laois Hire

Leinster Council GAA -  Mick Ryan - Publican -  Dunkeen Oil

Portlaoise Credit Union - Portlaoise Parish Centre -  Sean Smyth – Smyth Fuels 

Booth Concrete - James Brown – Painter - Portlaoise GAA Juvenile Section

Hume Auctioneers - John Dunne - Heath GAA Club - Catherine Fitzgerald - Laois County Council

Matthew Keegan - Funeral Director - Colgan Sports - Tony Graham Builders

Baker Tilly Ryan Glennon - Cool Springs - David Coughlan - Sky Blue Financial Services - Kevin Fitzpatrick

Portlaoise Cash & Carry - Paul Cahillane - Conor Boyle

 

 

Winners on the Day 
1st:  Damien Kavanagh, Barry Kavanagh, Barry Phelan and Kieran McCormack) - 103pts

2nd: Larry Swayne, Donal Doheny, Peter Conroy, Pat Miller - 101pts

3rd: David Power, Dermot Carolan, Ollie Lambe, Peggie Lambe - 99pts (50 pts on back 9)

4th: Pat McEvoy, John O Reilly, Ambrose Larkin, Anthony O Reilly - 99pts (48 pts on back 9)

Non-GUI Winners: Chris Finn, Shane Keane, Colin Finn, Benny Carroll -  97pts
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Portlaoise GAA Club held its annual Golf Classic on Friday 3rd September

2021 in the The Heath Golf Club.  It was an outstanding success with over 40

teams participating.  Jas O'Reilly as ever was the driving force behind the

event and Jas has penned the following message in relation to it:

“I would like to sincerely thank all of our sponsors who helped to make the event a great
success.  Thanks also to the teams who supported the classic.  To John O'Reilly, Declan
McEvoy, John Hanniffy, Pat Loughman, Eamon Fennelly and Brochan O'Reilly for their help.  
To the Heath GC for hosting the event and lastly to JP Cahillane for taking entries and
looking after entry fees.  On behalf of Portlaoise GAA Club I want to thank everybody who
financially helped to make the golf classic a great success.  God Bless you all.  Yours truly, Jas
Reilly.”

Sponsors List Club Golf Classic 2021



Single Book €8 Double Book €13
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Good Luck to our u14 Girls in the County Final v Sarsfields on Sunday 31st October.

Club Bingo continues on Friday
nights.  

Congratulations to Townies
Imelda Fitzpatrick, Philip Scully,
Tommy Scully and Ray Hanamy
who each won Jackpots in recent
weeks.

Remember you can still win with
Club Bingo even if you can't be in
on a Friday to play online with
the Club Bingo Team.

Pictured at a recent town match in O Moore Park are
(l to r): Damien Lynch, Tommy Fitzgerald, Eamon Fennelly,

Noel Costelloe, Eoin Browne and James Timmons.  

Great to see Eoin back home to celebrate his dad’s 90th
birthday and he is hoping to get back for Christmas. 

Also sincere sympathies to Damien whose brother Willie
sadly died after a short illness. Ar dheis Dé go raibh a

anam. May he Rest in Eternal Peace. 
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PortlaoiseGAAClub
Thanks to everyone who supports our weekly Lotto
draw. 

Did you know that every €2 our supporters spend on the
Club Lotto goes a long way towards keeping the show
on the road in Rathleague?  

Lotto funds help to cover the day-to-day costs like the
petrol for the lawnmowers and the paint for lining the
pitches.  

Your support is always appreciated. 

You can now buy your tickets online @
www.portlaoisegaa.ie and from our usual sellers.


