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EDITORIAL
WELCOME TO 2022

While it is quiet on the pitch at this time of the year, it is busy behind the
scenes as our club gets ready for another busy year. Now is the time for
club officials to upskill with official GAA training, It is time for member -
players particularly - to register for the year so that they have the
required insurance. It is the time for management teams to review and

plan. Itis the time to set the club calendar of activities for the year. Itis
time to prepare Rathleague for it's-re-opening in the Spring. After 680
days, pandemic restrictions were all but removed which means planning
is going to be a little easier that it has been for the last 2 years.

Here's to the new year, the new season. Cmon The Town.

- Jennifer

HELP NEEDED - EVERYBODY WELCOM

This year we want to make it really easy for .
everyone to contribute to the club we all love in o
whatever way suits them. l

We simply ask you if you have any time available in
your week or your month to give to the club in any

capacity....whether that is one hour, two hours...or
less...or more, please let us know.

Everyone is needed and everyone is

welcome....There is so much to be done.....and there i
is a place for EVERYONE -
We know how precious your time is - we also know -
that many, many hands make much lighter work _fori;- "E"I|II
all of us.

Please get in touch with any committee member if
you feel you have time to give, whatever it is please
let us know. We will work with you to then to make
best use of that time and in a way that interests

you most or suits you best. YR CLUB NEEDES

Please don't be afraid to volunteer. We will ensure Yn U !
the commitment offered suits you and you alone.
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FIRICI SHUIMIULA
INTERESTING FACTS

Ta nios moé na 2,200 clubanna Cumann
Lathchleas Gaeil in Eirinn. There are more than
2,200 G.A.A. clubs in Ireland

Is iad Liatroim agus Longphoirt na contae le na
clubanna is I le 24 agus 27. Leitrim and
Longford have the smallest number of clubs
with 24 and 27.

Is é Aontroim an triti contae le na clubanna is
mo le 108. Antrim has the third highest number
of clubs with 108.

Is é Baile Atha Cliath an dara contae le na
clubanna is mo le 134. Dublin has the second
highest number of clubs with 134.

Is é Corcaigh an contae le na clubanna is moé le
259. Cork has the most clubs with 259.

Ta 48 clubanna Cumann Luthchleas Gaeil |
gContae Laoise. Laois has 48 G.A.A. clubs.
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One of our aims as a GAA Club
is to assist with promoting our
Irish language.

The Tattler together with our

Irish Officer Tommy Mulligan
will be introducing some
features in 2022 to help us all
along the way.

An t-adh libh go léir

FRASAI USAIDEACHA
USEFUL PHRASES

Aon scéal? - Any news?

Is fada an 1a 6 chonaic mé tha - It’s a long time
since | saw you

Braithim uaim a bheith ag imirt spéirt - | miss
playing sport

Braithim uaim a bheith ag bualadh le mo chairde
- | miss meeting my friends

Bhi mé ag féinleithlisit - | was self-isolating

An bhfuil ta ceart go leor? - Are you ok?

Na bi buatha - Don’t worry

An bifuil
cead agam -
ﬂuluo nn Ta cupla
focail agam

&Mf’

Tuas maith leath na h-oibre - A good start is half the work

Is fear an tslainte na an tainte - Better to be healthy than wealthy
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Ainm: Shauna Dooley

Aois: 19

Leasainm: Dooley

Post: Poitigéir Hughes

Scoileanna ar fhreastail ta orthu: D’fhreatail mé
Scoil Bhride NS agus Scoil Chriost Ri
Caitheamh Aimsire: Cispheil, peil ghaelach agus
camogaiocht

Seod Netflix is fearr leat: An Rince Dheireanach
An banna ceoil is fearr leat: Smash Hits

An ait is fearr le dul ar saoire? An Ghréig

Do phairc imeatha is fearr leat? Rathlegaue....Is
brea liom ag imirt I mo phairc aitiul

An tionchar is mé ata agat:

Mo theaglach-spreagann said | gconai mé thug
said tacaiocht mér domsa leis na blianta.

Pat Critchley- Bhi an t-adh dearg agus pribhléid
mor orm a raibh Pat | gceannais ar bhfoireanna
scoileanna. Bhi sé chomh tabhachtach orm ag
forbairt mar imreoir.

Fuair mé comhairle agus cabhair den scoth 6
Teresa O Reilly,Mick Ryan, lvan Byrne agus go
leor eile.

Cé hé do laoch spoirt? Ciaran Donaghy

Imreoir is fearr le Cumann Lathchleas Gael: Is
mor an ondir dom a bheith ag imirt le imreoiri
cumasacha mar Aishling Saunders, Alison Taylor,
Aisling Kehoe agus a léithéid. Is aoibhinn liom
Ellen Healy mar imreoir. Ta gach tréithe den sar
imreoir aici- neart scileanna,cumas, paisean,luas
agus rata oibre.Cinnte go gcuirfeadh a corp ar an
line chun an seilbh a bhuachaint.

Combhairle d’imreoiri 6ga:Imir chomh méad sport
is féidir leat....Is cinnte go dtugann sport a lan
deiseanna leat.... Bhuail mé a lan cairde tri spéirt
agus bhi an t-adh orm mar bhi mé pairt den foirne
a bhuaigh a lan craobhchomortais.

Cleachtaigh na scileanna beaga i gconai. Sin iad
na cinn a dhéanann an tioncharis mé! Is é 5
néiméad sa la go léir a thogann sé..... agus nios
tabhachtai fés bain sult as!

COMHRA

— PROIFIL IMREOIR
+L" SHAUNA DOOLEY

il T

PROIFIL IMREOIR
NIALL CAREY

Ainm: Niall Carey

Aois: Fiche bliana d’aois

Leasainm: Carey

Post: Dalta

Scoileanna ina d’'fhreastail ti: Scoil na mBraithre
Chriost Ri

Caithimh Aimsire: Is maith liom gach cineal spéirt.
Is brea liom a bheith ag taisteal, ag sial,ag snamh,
ag seinm an giotar. | mo chuid ama saor oibrim le
mo gno féin(Dara Laimhe) ag diol éadai seanré.
An clar Netflix is fearr leat: Is fearr liom Cobra kai
Banna ceoil is fearr leat: Is é “The Two Door
Cinema Club” an banna is fearr liom.

An dit is fearr le dul ar laethanta saoire?
Déarfainn an Fhrainc

Cén pairc imeartha is fearr leat? Pairc Loch
Garman

Do tionchar is mé: Donncha Phelan

Cé hi/hé do laoch spoirt? Marco Reus

An t-imreoir Cumann Luthchleas Gaeil is fearr
leat: Patrick Horgan

Combhairle d’imreoiri 6ga:Eist i gconai le do
traenalai! Obair chomh dian is féidir leat! “An
bhfuil ta sasta a dhéanamh nach mbeidh imreoir
eile a dhéanamh”



Remembering
John 'Jack' Duggan RIP

Every St Stephens' Day Brian O'Sullivan,
club member and former senior hurler,
organises a game of soccer with the
proceeds going to charity. This year he
had the idea of commemorating the
memory of our very own John Duggan RIP
who loved playing a regular game of
soccer down in the Leisure Centre.

Brian contacted the club and we reached
out to our members to see who would like
to take part. The response was
phenomenal.

Approximately 100 players played on the
day....in 6 games, over 2 hours, on 3
pitches. It was a fantastic event and while
some games were very competitive there
were other games much more like that
famous game on Fr Ted. No zimmer
frames in sight but plenty of artificial hips
and knees.

Huge entertainment, a lovely atmosphere,
and the reason our club people showed
up, along with plenty of others from
outside of the club, was to honour the
memory of a fantastic person who was a
proud and valued member of the
Portlaoise GAA family. The hope is that
this will be an annual event.

Thanks to everyone who took part on the
day and well done to Brian for organising.
Proceeds on the day went to two local
groups who do fantastic work in the
community - Sosad Laois and The Cuisle
Centre.
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One of the groups who played on St Stephens Day. Back Row (L to R): Philip Roche, Cian Dowling Byrne, Andy Dowling, Jake
Brennan, Colm Gleeson, Liam McGovern, Martin Norton, Paddy Critchley. Front Row: (L to R): Niall Gleeson, Jason Maher,
David Holland, Scott Lawless, Dean Lynch, Kyle Burke, Evan Maher, Aidan McGovern, Joe McEvoy.

Back Row (L to R): Sean Egan, Conor McManus, Paul Culliton, Nathan Carpenter, Paddy Kelliher, Cathal O Connor,
Eoin O Connor, Ricky Maher, Gavin Fitzpatrick, Deco Ryan, Frank Flanagan, Brochan O'Reilly, Paddy Downey,
Noel O Sullivan, James Timmons, Pat Fitzpatrick, Noel Costelloe, Ozzie Dunne, Joe Phelan, Niall Rigney, Cyril

Duggan, James Dunne, Cian Culliton, Chris Finn, Bertie Walsh, Allan Daly. Front Row (L to R): Fran Roche, Gary
Whelan Ronan Molloy, John Murphy, Ciaran McEvoy, Kieran Daly, Eamon Fennelly, Sean Brown, Tommy Mulligan,
Kevin Sheehan, Brochan O'Reilly Jnr, Tommy Fitzgerald, Tadgh Bohan, Brian Bohan, James Brown, Aaron Bergin,
Brian Rogers, Lorcan Duff, Seanie Culleton, Brian O Sullivan, Niall Culliton, Kieran Culliton, Sean Daly
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Jamie 'Cha' Fitzpatrick
Jamie Fitzpatrick is a "dyed in the wool" Townie. He had a very
successful underage innings, winning minor hurling and football

championships and went on to win U21 and Junior titles, as well as
being a part of the squad which won the clubs last senior hurling

championship in 2004. The fallout of the economic crisis forced

him to relocate to London in 2010 where he lives with his wife Kate
and two daughters Millie and Grace. Here Jamie shares some of his

story and memories. Enjoy..

Starting out - Féile success
and the importance of
hydration (for parents ©)

| first got involved with
Portlaoise at U12 level. It was
fairly full-on in the underage
section of the club as most
kids played both hurling and
football. The early memories
for me that stand out are the
internal leagues that the club
put on each Sunday,
alternating from football to
hurling.

In 1994 we got to the U14
Feile’s in both hurling
(Wexford) and football
(Donegal). For the football,
we were based up in
Ballybofey which is a
McNulty stronghold. There
was a huge following from
the Town up there for the
long weekend and as young
lads we never realised how
much hydration the parents
needed!!!!

Underage memories
We were very successful as a
group from U12 to U21.

For me the main underage

memories would be the Feile

in Donegal, the Minor
Hurling win of 2001, the
minor football win of 2002.

The U21 years were very
special as we joined the tail
end of the 6 in a row team
which would form the
backbone of many successful
Portlaoise Senior teams plus
there were some great
sessions and bonding after the
games.

Heroes..

In terms of heroes, you didn’t
have to look too far outside
Portlaoise. The successful Laois
minor teams in the 90s were
backboned by great Portlaoise
players. The Micko years came
as | was minor and there was a
buzz around the county.
O'Moore park would be open
for the training sessions and it
was great to go watch the Laois
players training and preparing
for big matches - especially
when Laois were a force in
Leinster. Coming into the adult
section of the club as a 17/18
year-old was inspiring as you
had lads playing for Portlaoise
with All-Ireland minor medals,
Leinster U21s, Leinster Senior
medals after representing
Laois.

Jamie and his wife, Ka

o S

Leaving Home...

Prior to moving to London, |
studied Civil Engineering in
Dublin and | finished my
Engineering degree in 2010.
With the “Boom” well and
truly over and construction at
a low ebb | went to London
with the intention of coming
back after the summer
ended.

| was playing football over
there for Tara Gaels along
with Cathal Murphy from
Portlaoise and the club
sorted me out with work for
an Irish contracting company.

12 years later | find myself
married to Kate with two little
girls, Millie & Grace, and well
embedded into the way of life
in London. There is a great
Irish community in London
and the UK.

Jamie enjoying a
pint with his good
friend & and fellow
townie, Sean Cotter




Cahir Healy and | are working
hard to set up a Portlaoise Exile
group. While it is an excuse for
us to meet for a pint and visit a
couple of Irish locals, the
intention is that it could be used
for Portlaoise/Laois people to
have some familiar faces if they
too need to make the trek over
for work.

London was a great opportunity
for me to develop my career.
Now as a Chartered Engineer |
work in both Civil Engineering
and demolition. While the hours
are quite long, the projects, and
the deliverables are rewarding.

Best game seen

Following the Portlaoise Senior
footballers from 2004 - 2010 was
a special time. After county final
wins which were coming thick
and fast, the emphasis would
shift to the Leinster Club
Championship. when Portlaoise
were playing in Leinster, the
atmosphere at games would be
electric and you'd find Laois men
from all corners would be there
in support.

Of all the games I've watched
over the years | would have to
say the best and most exciting
game I've seen was the All-
Ireland Semi-final against
Crossmaglen in 2005. The
Crossmaglen team was backed
by multiple All Ireland winners
who were dominating the club
scene in Ulster.

That was the best Portlaoise
team/squad | have seen. Club
stalwarts like Micky Nolan, Fenno,
Bruno, Fitzy, Wooly, Rodgie, The
Chief, The Fitzgerald's, Murt
Delaney, Colm Byrne, Bruno,
Mulligan... the list was endless.
The whole extended panel had
players who would walk onto
other club teams. The buzz
around the town and up at the
field leading up to the all-Ireland
final was crazy! That team of
players certainly deserved a Club
All Ireland!

Most memorable game played

There's so many games that stick
out but probably one that | lost
sticks out more than most and it
was a schools game. This was a
Leinster Colleges Final against
Knockbeg College. The CBS had
gone in as favourites but both
panels were backboned between
them with roughly 20 or so
players who would win an All-
Ireland Minor for Laois the same
year!

The game was played in Dr Cullen
Park and Knockbeg brought a
huge following. We kicked the
game away and Knockbeg ran out
winners. They went on to win the
Colleges All Ireland that year.

Best players seen

From a Portlaoise view best club
players I've seen are:

Football - Bruno was a class act.
Always had time on the ball.
Hurling - Tommy Fitz and Cahir
Healy were great to watch. Cahir
will owe me a pint for this!

What do you miss about home

It's been tough the last two years
with Covid and the restrictions.
Normally | get home a few times
each year mostly for weddings,
parties and Christmas. | still get a
buzz getting on the plane and
landing in Dublin.

The things | miss about
Portlaoise are the people, the
ease of going to a Portlaoise or
Laois game, the characters
dotted in every corner of the
town and seeing my family and
friends.

Having left at 24 | would have
loved to have played more
games for the club especially
when | had so many mates
involved with all the various
adult teams.

| get great enjoyment now
bringing the family back home
on holidays and getting away
from the rat race which is
London.



Out of Town...
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the Portlaoise senior
hurling panel which
brought the last senior
title to the Town

Do you keep up to date with what's happening at home?

All the time. | am on countless WhatsApp groups and the Tattler gives great coverage of all things
related to Portlaoise GAA. Twitter accounts like LaoisToday serve another great purpose for Laois
people like myself living away.

Hopes for the club

The club looks to have its ducks in a row and there is a great vision for the club in terms of facilities
and the overall set up. You only need look at this newsletter each month to see the endless work
put in from all levels by so many people.

There has been great investment of time and effort by club members into promoting the game in
Portlaoise for not just the men’s side but for the ladies section. If | could have one wish for the
club it would be to see the club senior Hurlers get back to playing in the Senior Championship and
start competing again at the top table. One Championship since 2004 is a low return when you
consider the quality of players and coaches in the time since. There is a great love for the small ball
in Portlaoise and | would love to see the Bob O'Keefe Cup come back to the Town.

The Town

Portlaoise was just a great town to grow up in. If you weren't up the field hurling or playing ball you
were mainly spending time up the town with your mates. Countless hours spent in Stapos mainly
being caught by Barry Fitz to “pay the lights”.

Most of my friends went to school in the CBS on Tower Hill with the others dotted around Ballyfin
college so there was always great rivalry among us that would carry on into the weekends. Once
the Celtic Tiger started to roar there was loads of part time jobs in Portlaoise. Money was needed
to keep the weekends going for our local ventures to the Portlaoise Arms and the likes!! | started
doing bar work down in Ramsbottom’s and Thursday/Friday/Saturdays would be electric with
many pubs in town having live music.

If | could list some of my great memories of Portlaoise it would go something like this; playing GAA
and Rugby, the CBS Tower Hill, the people of Portlaoise, trips to the Harriers, hours spent in
Stapos, Working in Ramsbottom’s and The Welcome, family and friends, coming of age and nights
out up the town, The World Fleadh, the craic in Club 23, The Town End on County Final Sundays,
Peigs after matches, Egan’s on a Sunday, Togher Woods, laps of the town, Portlaoise marching
through Leinster...the list could go on!



Out of Town..
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1. Food - Steak

2. Drink - Coffee

3. TV - The Office

4. Movie - Usual Suspects

5. Music - Oasis

6. Phobia - the week before pay day!

™

1 Irish Life

Download

Frequently v
asked questions '

MyLife/GAA
Every Step Counts
,Challenge IS b T

A rrish Life

My steps aren’t updating immediately

? > . +  We recommend that you do not disconnect your tracker as steps already captured
will be lost. Only disconnect your tracker if advised to do so by MyLife Support.

+  Some external devices/apps transfer data to MyLife via their connection multiple times a
day. Other external devices/apps only provide MyLife with one daily transfer of data via their
connection. Because of this, at certain times throughout the day MyLife may appear to have
fewer steps than your tracker/app.

Why is some of the data from my Tracker/App missing on MyLifa?

+  We recommend that you do not disconnect your tracker as steps already captured

€2,500 ® €1,500 - €1,000 | .I will be lost. Only disconnect your tracker if advised to do so by MyLife Suppert.

JOIN WITH +  We're reliant on the data your tracker/app sends across to us so if this infarmation is not
O’NEILLS VOUCHERS YOUR CLUBMATES included, it cannot be displayed in our app.
. +  Android We commonly see two step trackers connected (usually a wearable device and
t 0 b ewon p er p rovince DJ‘LE fh5 w eek;_m d the automatic step tracker). MyLife will not count duplicate steps. Duplicate information
= walk the combine ill be deleted and may cause a difference between your trackers and what is displayed
Hit the 4 km tar . o el oy Ay
tthe ’OOG ta get and your club equwaleﬂt ofa on MyLife. To deactivate the auto step tracker, go to Settings > Help & Content. Only

will be entered into our prize draw 4,000km trip around steps from the wearable device will show,

Ireland
" - Safety
eps et the comm n

:lust 3 steps to get the co unity | volved +  Please ensure whilst participating in any MyLife Challenge that you are adhering to

in E"’Efy Step Counts 2022 povernment guidelines. As the situation is rapidly changing please only rely on

1 - 3 information from trusted sources such as the HSE or PHA,

Download the Register Select Challenges Download

General

L ir) Join you
&&% app b inCE! v &4&6 = Toregister for the MyLife you must be 18 years of age or older
My

Queries

F=2% Starts Jan 19th > Ends 23rd Feb P Play : . OnyourMyLife 2pp go to Settings > MyLife Support > FAQs or Tracking Devices/App

Challenge participants must be 18
IR PATCRAS U S RLIE ore 8 + Contact Us at support@mylife.irishlife.ie

GET SPORT
IRELAND
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PROUD HISTORY CONSULTATION FEEDBACK

Portlaoise is a proud club PROCESS We asked members to
e e A key principle of TOWN2S is to provide feedback based
more than ever the club drive a collaborative, inclusive, on two key timelines:

needs to tap into its transparent and ‘Club First’

_ o 1. Identification of
natural winning spirit approach in everything we do.
development

and ethos to deliver a The ultimate objective is to design

facility that ensures priorities to be

a facility based on member

future success for future feedback and input. completed by
generations as well as In March 2021 the club 2025 (Phase 1)
providing a community commissioned a club wide 2 Identification of
hub for our players and consultation to seek that input longer term priorities
members. TOWN25 aims from all of our members across

o beyond 2025
to be the inspiration to all codes and grades from adult
kick off that next step on down to juveniles. RESPONSE

our journey as a club and
we have a highly The response to that consultation

; was overwhelming in terms of its
motivated team to make
feedback, engagement and

the vision a realit
y positivity. In terms of high level

summary of priorities up to 2025,

the members came back with

clear direction:

* 69.1% of respondents
positioned the development
of a new clubhouse as
priority one

* 30.9% of respondents put
pitch upgrade and
development as priority two.

* Other key priority areas for
Phase 1 included
development of a walking

track, extended ball wall and

outside social area




TOWN25

PHASE ONE PHASE TWO

* Begin the new clubhouse. This second phase of

 Floodlights
» Walking track.

development will see us

continuing to develop
» Pitch upgrade programe

both internal and outdoor

commencement (Pitch 5 . . .
facilities. This will

to be developed).

include:

- New reception areas.

e il « Additional indoor

PHASE THREE

The third and final phase will

focus on the more ambitious and

function areas.

spaces.

o _ « Further pitch
aspirational design features that

were highlighted in the upgrades

consultation process. In addition development.

.
j
« Kitchen and meeting ‘

to finalising the pitch upgrade « Further Floodlight

program, these other features Development

include: .

« Completing the final -
CLG PORTLAOISC YOUR CLUB

P2B4 NEEDS

%,

C
h ' 5Choi ag?

phase of the clubhouse -
a sports hall.
» Develop a 4g astro turf

pitch for all year access.




TOWN25- PLANNING FOR OUR FUTURE

CLG PORTLAOISC YOUR CLUB

MH NEEDS

IT'S AS EASYAS1=-2-3

TEWNLOTTO

Thank you to all that have signed up to the CLUB25
= s, LE ’ Select 4 numbers between 1 & 32 for
fundraising initiative. The next monthly deduction your weekly Town Lotto ticket O O Q O

is 27th February 2022. For anyone else who wants o
to sign up before then just give us a call. @l@
. - Fill in your email address below for
. “@o your weekly Club Bingo entry.

We will email you your Bingo book every week but you don't even have to play the
bimgo. If your numbers come up we will pay you the next day. It's like a Quickpick!l!

YOUR DETAILS

Address:

STANDING ORDER

ot Managar: :l

(Enter your banks name & address above)
Please debit my account €34% monthly commencing ____(20__ until further notice
OR
Please debit my account €400 annually starting at ____f20__ until further notice D
Sort code ;

Account Number: Receivers Reference:
Flease make payment to PORTLAOISE GAMA CLUB,
IEAN: IE30IPBS99066930410302 BIC: IPBSIEZD

“Manrily 54 Fure Direer debir calemted @4 8 Foro par week af 4.5 weeks per maoanl

TOWN25.COM & PORTLAQISEGAALIE
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When or why did the
O’Reilly’s come to Portlaoise?

We moved to Portlaoise in
1989. My father was in the
army and from the curragh,
Co. Kildare but had been
transferred to Longford, where
we lived for a number of years.
My mother was from
bracknagh in Offaly. They were
away from and missing their
families when we were in
Longford, so my father
transferred back to the
curragh. Portlaoise was a good
halfway point between Offaly
and Kildare. | had actually
visited Portlaoise the year
before we moved to play in the
feile with Longford slashers. |
stayed with pajo Houlihan in
Ballyfin and had a great
weekend. Little did | know I'd
be packing my bags the
following summer to move
there and have lived here
since!!

How did you first get
involved Portlaoise GAA and
what are your earliest
memories?

When we arrived to Portlaoise
in 89, we moved in St Brigid's
and next door to the Scullys,
who were massive Townies
and involved with the club.
Peter, Rocky's son, brought me
up to Fr. Brown Avenue and
introduced me to the club.

¥ Mr. Bingo - DJ Broch

| felt at home and fitted in
straight away, playing both
football and hurling. Years later,
| married Peter’s sister, Teresa,
who is also a big fan and heavily
involved with the camogie
committee, so | have been part
of the club since | day | moved.

Did you have any success on
the field along the way?

God you're taking me back now.
Some of the dates and years are
a bit hazy but | played U14
football and hurling the year |
arrived, winning the U14
Football title. | played in midfield
alongside Trevor Shore. | played
both codes up to minor level
and then put my focus on the
small ball, which was my first
love. | actually had more success
underage with the footballers,
winning at U14/15U16 & U17. |
was brought on in a minor final
when | was 16 but we lost to
Graiguecullen, but we got our
revenge against them the
following year but
unfortunately, | was injured for
the game. Ilost a minor and
u21 final with the hurlers in the
same year, which was bitterly
disappointing, but | had success
in 93 with the juniors. At 18, |
was playing in mid-field and we
beat Ballypickas after a three-
game thriller. | also played
minor for Laois for three years.

| made my senior debut in 95, in
the county final against
Castletown but unfortunately,
we lost. | won my first senior
county medal in 98 when we
beat the harps in the final.

. sportsfile.com/
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Then five years later, | won my
second title when we stopped
Castletown doing 6 in a row. |
also won a junior A title in 2014
and | was the goalie, would you
believe!!

| won a junior football title also,
but | was dropped for the final
for a young lad named Tommy
Fitzgerald...... | think he went on
to play senior!!

Who were the best players
you played with, watched or
had a big influence on you?

In football, | played with some
great players - Trevor Shore,
Martin Delaney, Mickey
Fennelly, Woolly, Kevin Fitz. all
good players. Brian Mulligan
was a great dual player.
Growing up, | loved watching
the Brownes; Colm and Gerry.
great players. Tough as nails.
Curly Prendergast, a legend. In
the last few years, Bruno is just
exceptional.

In hurling, | had the privilege
and honour to play with so
many great names, too many
to list. The Rigney’s, Bohanes,
Duggan'’s, Bergins. Cheddar,
Pat Critchley, Joe Phelan,
Dessie Killeen. Dessie was hard
man to get a score off. Stu
Browne the same.

| had the pleasure of playing
with John Taylor, a big influence
on me and a good friend today.
One of the best ever to play the
game.
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Jimmgl Wrest and Bill Phelan
were great club men who
would bring you everywhere

and anywhere for matches.
Big influences on me.

You're known as a bit of a
character yourself but what
characters have you met
around the club?

One man comes to mind
straight away, Stapo.... Oh
God, | could write a book with
the stories | could tell you
about that man ... there’s too
many to mention. Going to
away matches in Leinster Club
games with him and the lads,
was some craic. Back to the
pub for a few drinks and
having the banter with the
likes of Noel Hopper, Willie
Campion and Willie Dunne.
Great days, great characters.

Paddy Fitz was always a great
man for a one liner. And not
forgetting, the Doc and the
Portlaoise Queen.

What do you enjoy most
about being part of the club?

The people, it's all one big
happy family.... | have made
friends they're for life. Theresa
is heavily involved and so are
my kids. Its just a great club,
great atmosphere and has
been a big part of my life for
over 30 years!

How did you become a ref?

| started in 2008, the u14 Feile
came to Portlaoise. There was
an SOS sent out that they were
struggling the find referees to
cater for all the games.

| volunteered to do the camogie,
but | went on course before
hand for both camogie and
hurling and ended up reffing
both throughout the
tournament. It went well and |
haven't looked back. | did my
first senior county final in 2010
between Rathdowney and
camross and have done several
since. | also had a stint at Inter
County level. | owe a lot to Tony
Maher, who was a big influence
on me and someone | have
huge respect for.

Advice for young refs?

That's a tough one. The amount
of abuse in the modern game,
it's tough at times.
Communication is key. Give
respect and communicate with
the players so they understand
your decision. If you do that
and have a good attitude, then
in general you get it in return.
lgnore the comments coming in
from the line and keep focus on
the game.

In Conversation with... @Owow
Mr. Bingo - D) Broch

You are now the face of club
bingo; how did you get
involved?

Mick Ryan gave me a call and
told me there was a capital
fundraising committee set up
and they were going to launch
a weekly online bingo. Mick
knew | called the numbers in
St. Brigid’s so asked would |
come on board and | was
happy to help.

Then | met the lads and | start
hearing about going live and it
was going to be on Zoom.

I won't lie | had a few
concerns then. what if this all
went wrong? | was the one
people would be looking at
on screen if it did but
thankfully it all went well. as
the weeks went on it just got
better each week and it's hard
to believe we will soon be 1
year on the go. The lads do
huge work week in week out
to make sure it all runs
smoothly. The likes of Philo
Scully, Shane Keane and
Bosco are great and putin a
lot of time and effort. John
Dunne lets us use his office
every Friday. | have to
mention Mick Ryan in Studio 2
and PJ Kavanagh who were a
great help at the start. We
have good banter also along
the way.

| have to say, | really enjoy it. |
look forward to it every Friday
night. Getting my hair and
make done before we go live.
It's good craic and all for a
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The club have just launched Town25. What's your view on the future plans to develop
the facilities?

The bingo is a big part of the fundraising for Town 25. Like most members | was very excited
when | saw the plans. There is great work being done behind the scenes and | am honoured to
play my part. | cannot wait for the day we cut the red ribbon on a new clubhouse. It's a great
committee and so much hard work and time is going into it. We kind of fell behind for a few
years in terms of facilities and we just don't have the facilities to cater for the huge numbers
playing in Rathleague. | know some people were worried will Town25 fall through, but | don't
think it will. It's a great team, Club Bingo has been a massive boost and | think we can look
forward to a great facility in the future and | hope everyone gets behind it.
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Any advice for young aspiring DJ's?

| tend not to give tips to young DJS as they might take my gigs! Be friendly, be professional
and play to your audience so everyone can have a dance. Ye can't all be jenny Greene

| have had some great laughs over the years DJ'ing for 21st, 40th and weddings for different
townies. Long may it continue.




TATTLER THROWBACK

The 1980s were the glory years for Portlaoise hurling as The Town won 6 titles in total including a
famous 4-in-a-row from 1981-1984. They were deprived a fifth title on the trot by one point by
Camross in 1985. They were also deprived a famous Leinster Club title in 1987 when Rathnure

scored a breakaway injury time goal to break the hearts of all Portlaoise gaels. This picture is of the
senior hurlers at a club awards night in the early 1980s.

Portlaoise U14 Hurling Champions 1955. The Town beat Clonaslee by 3-5 to 1-0 in the finai.

The team was as follows:
Murt Whelan (Capt); Mick McDonald, Pascal Delaney, Brendan O Brien; Tom Bergin, Noel Hopper, Teddy
Fennelly; Michael Deegan, William Farrell; Paddy Coss, Bill O Reilly, Michael McCormack; Fran Lalor, Joe
Ging, Tommy McCormack. Subs: Frank Lalor, D. Murphy, Ronnie Lewis, Joe Egan, Dan Coss, D Connolly.
This is one of the earliest photos of a town championship winning team.
Can you link the names to the faces in the picture??




CLUB MATTERS - AGM 2021

Portlaoise GAA Club AGM took
place recently in St Mary's Bingo
Hall and it was very well
attended - especially
considering the prevailing Covid
environment at the time.

PORTLAOISE
i O o |

A more detailed report of the
meeting will be uploaded onto
our website soon. All Club
Officer contact details will also
be available on the website

www.portlaoisegaa.ie
‘ ‘ Club Officers Elected for 2022
‘ Chairperson - Eamon Fennelly

Vice Chairperson - Catherine Fitzgerald

-
4 ' "x Secretary - TBC - Malcolm Nealon in situ until
appointment made

F Treasurer - Declan McEvoy
& a Working Group with reps from each club
section
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PRO - Jennifer Fitzpatrick
& a Working Group with reps from each club
section

Registrar - Olga Loughman
& a Working Group with reps from each club
section

Injury Claims Officer - Ken Hickey

Irish Officer - Tommy Mulligan

Childrens' Officer - Kevin Gorman



PORTLAOISE GAA GAMES COMMITTEE
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Coach Education Workshops - Spring 2022

As our teams begin to plan and prepare for the season ahead, we have organised a series
of coach education workshops for all coaches in the club; juvenile, adult, camogie and
ladies’ football. All club coaches are strongly encouraged to attend.
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Saturday Feb 5th at 4pm in Rathleague. Leinster GAA TURAS Workshop with Colm Clear !

Saturday Feb 12th at 11am in Rathleague. Hurling/Camogie with Noel Costelloe
Saturday Feb 19th at 4pm in Rathleague. Football with Pat Critchley

The Games Committee was formed in
February 2021. This was in response to
conversations with regard to how best to
structure coaching and games development
at juvenile and adult level. It was originally
suggested that separate hurling and football
committees would be formed. However, given
one of our stated aims was to maintain and
truly promote the dual ethos of the club, it
became clear that we would be better
combining both to form a games/games
development committee.

Aidan Fennelly
Our role is defined as:

Tommy Fitzgerald
Noel Costelloe
Pat Critchley
Colm Clear

Brian McCormack

Officer

David Powders
available to them
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Tommy Mulligan
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Portlaoise is traditionally one of the strongest
clubs in the country, with a rich history in both
codes. However, as the town continues to grow
and develop, numerous challenges and
opportunities have presented themselves.
Therefore, we need our own unique and
authentic club plan in order to attract, retain
and nurture more players and coaches. There
needs to be a common vision, values and
expectations for players and coaches. The
Games Committee, in conjunction with the club
executive and club coaches, will help facilitate
and implement this.

* To oversee the skill set focus areas of juvenile teams

* To strongly promote the dual ethos in our club

* To facilitate coach education opportunities, both formal and informal

* To link the development of the player pathway from Juvenile - U20 - Senior

* To plan for the retention of all juvenile players into adult games each year

* To oversee the athletic development of players with an Athletic Development

* To liaise with management of adult teams to ensure they have every resource

* To hold bi-annual meetings with Juvenile/Senior Management Committees/ {
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