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And so here we are in November - Christmas trees
are popping up and it wont be long until the festive
season is upon us.
From a games point of view we are almost finished
now - our U20 fotballers are out this weekend and
are the last team standing..best of luck to Paul
Cahillane and all the lads.
Hard luck in recent weeks also to our U16 Camogie
team who were beaten in the county final by
Camross and our U20 hurlers who lost out by a very
narrow margin to Clonaslee.
Congrats to our U15s who won the county final
against Na Fianna Og - some very good prospects
on show in this game.
We had a lovely evening marking the achievements
of Zach and were honoured with the presence of
Australian Ambassador Gary Gray and his partner
Pippa.  Gary is eager to come to Rathleague next
year to see some games.
We had a visit with Minister Jack Chambers also - he
is well aware of our development plans and was
keen to see how we used our funds from early this
year in developing our new Pitch 5.
We caught up with Áine O Sullivan, a Meath  woman
but  a converted townie and we hope you enjoy this
piece.
At this point we would like to thank most sincerely
all of our players and mentors for their efforts on the
field of play this year.  Enjoy the breather now
before it starts all over again.
As ever if you have any ideas to improve our
newsletter or if you would like to contribute in any
way just let us know.  You can contact us by email at
info@portlaoisegaa.ie

Best wishes from,

The Tattler Team
PORTLAOISE GAA



For Fixtures and Results
please visit

www.portlaoisegaa.ie
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In 2023 Ireland has a new Bank Holiday weekend
and we are availing of this opportunity with a big club
celebration.
In late 1887 the club was formed and was up and
running in 1888. This means that 2023 is a very
special year for the club - 135 years old - and we
intend marking this at a celebration function in the
Midlands Park Hotel on February 5th.  
Please save the date for now - it's not to be missed.
As well as presenting medals to our county
champions on the night we will also be remembering
many magical moments from the history of the club.  
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Welcome Home Zach!!

We finally got to welcome Zach home and what a wonderful evening this was in Lilly’s on Thursday 20th
October.  The Australian Ambassador to Ireland Mr Gary Gray and his partner Pippa were very special

guests on the night.  There were fantastic video tributes from a host of national and international
sportspeople, a very entertaining panel discussion with people who coached and played with Zach, and
it was rounded off by some very special presentations.  A proud evening for the club to be able to say

well done to a person who has gone on to represent us all with such distinction.  

Lilly's Bar, Thursday 20th October, 2022
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Laois U15 A Football Champions 2022

Portlaoise 2-5 v 0-08 Na Fianna Og

Congrats to our U15 footballers who had a great win in O
Moore Park on Wednesday 26th October when they defeated
Na Fianna Og in a hard fought game. This is a talented group
of players across both codes - very unlucky to lose a hurling
semi-final this year also. But this win crowned the year for a
great bunch of lads. Well done to all players and the
management team of Brian Dunne, David Fitzpatrick, Kevin
Gorman and John Delaney. #thefutureisbright #cmonthetown 

PORTLAOISE

Wednesday 26th  October 2022
O Moore Park, Portlaoise
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FRÁSAÍ ÚSÁIDEACHA
USEFUL PHRASES

 
Ar chuala tú faoi cosán nua i

Rathleague? - Did you hear about the
new walkway in Rathleague?






Chuala mé go bhfuil sé leath

cilimeadar ar fad.– I heard it’s half a
kilometre long

Ní raibh seans agam é a úsáid
mar bhí an aimsir go hainnis. -I

didn’t get a chance to use it
because the weather was

horrible.



Bhí sé go huafásach. Tá an

talún báite. – It was terrible. The
ground is saturated



Le cúnamh Dé tiocfaidh

feabhas ar an aimsir go luath.
– With the help of God the
weather will improve soon.



Níor bhuaigh sí an bonn óir ach tá an club

fíorbhródúil as gaisce Clíodhna i gcomórtas
ScórLaigheann- She didn’t win the gold medal

but the club are very proud of the
achievement of Clíodhna in the Leinster Scór

competition



Clíodhna Nic Gearailt is ainm dom. Rugadh agus tógadh mé i
bPortlaoise. Táim ceithre bhliain is fiche d’aois. Tá cúigear agam
sa chlann. Is múinteoirí meanscoile iad mo  thuismitheoirí agus is
múinteoirí bunscoile méféin agus Áindle. Tá an bheirt againn ag

múineadh i nGaelscoil dheartháir eile, Cian, ag staidéar in
Ollscoil na Gaillimhe.

Tá a lán caitheamh aimsire agam ach is breá le mo chroí an ceol.
Canaim agus seinm an giotar agus fhliúit. Chaith mé tréimhse

taitneamhach ag freastail ar Choláiste Lurgan agus bhain mé sult
as bheith páirteach sa chanadh ann. Tá seinnte agam arocáidí

speisíalta. Onóir mhór dom an t-amhrán Náisiúnta a chanadh ag
cluiche ceannais peile Chontae Laoise le déanaí.

Congrats to Cliodhna nicGearailt who won the
Laois Scór representing Portlaoise GAA Club. 

 This was a great honour for the club.  As a result
of this success she was asked to sing the National

Anthem at the recent county football final and
what a powerful rendition she gave.  She went on

to represent the club in Leinster and while she
didn’t win here, she again performed superbly.
Well done Cliodhna you did us proud.  Below

Cliodhna tells us a little about herself - as gaeilge
of course :)



After successful years for our ladies Senior Football team and our
mens Junior Football team, two of our club players have been

honoured as Laois Players of the Year in their respective
championships. Congrats to Alison Taylor and Mikey Dowling on

these deserved awards.

Add a subheading

Alison will receive
her award at the

Laois LGFA
Dinner Dance on
November 26th in
the Midlands Park

Hotel  

Mikey will receive
his award at  the

Laois GAA Awards
on the 18th

November in the
Midlands Park

Hotel 



After a very successful championship for Laois Ladies -
culminating in a nailbiting All Ireland Intermediate final victory
over great rivals Wexford, seven Laois players were honoured
by being named on the team of the championship.  Amongst
these were Ellen Healy who is a star player for the town lady

footballers, and Erone Fitzpatrick who is part of the town
Camogie squad.  Well done to both girls on this fantastic

achievement

Earlier this year we launched our inaugural
‘Walk for the Town’ and this was a great event.
There was really good participation across all

sections of the club and a most enjoyable social
night afterwards. Part of the proceeds from the

walk went to a local organisation who do a lot of
important work on the ground, SOSAD Laois.
Here Chairperson Eamon Fennelly presents
Grace Ennis from SOSAD  with a cheque for

€2,802.03. SOSAD were extremely grateful for
this significant contribution. Thanks to everyone

who helped make our ‘Walk for the Town’ a
great success in 2022. 

THE TOWN IN OUR COMMUNITYTHE TOWN IN OUR COMMUNITYTHE TOWN IN OUR COMMUNITY   
Erone Fitzpatrick 

 receiving her award

Ellen Healy receiving her
award 



Athlone led for long periods of the game, 1-8 to 0-4 at half time and then 2-9 to 0-4 three minutes after
the restart. Having built a formidable reputation of second half fight backs and never-say die spirit, it
seemed inevitable that the Town would rally – but eleven points down and playing second fiddle all over
the field, it did not seem possible that they could possibly win from this position. But they did – and the
rest is history. They clawed their back valiantly scoring 1-5 without reply to leave a goal between the
sides by the end of the third quarter. Now dominating all over the field they went into attack again and
Brian Delaney was dragged down in the square. As cool as ice John Fennell neatly slotted home the
penalty and the sides were level. Harry Mulhaire put the icing on the cake with two late points to seal a
memorable victory. 
Portlaoise: Mick Mulhall, Mick Murphy (Capt.), Jim Hughes, Mick McDonald, Tom Walsh, Teddy
Fennelly, John Grant, Mick Dooley, Cyril O Meara (0-1), John Fennell (1-6), Harry Mulhare (1-3), Larry
Dunne, Brian Delaney (0-1), Pascal Delaney, Mick Carroll.  
Sub: Louis Harkin.     
The referee was Paul Kelly (Dublin).

It's 50 years since this group of legends became the clubs first ever Leinster club champions - indeed it was
only the second year of the competition itself.  These men paved the way for the great teams that followed
and we will honour them at our club celebration on February 5th.  

The Leinster Final.....

Our First Leinster Club Football Success - 1972

Sunday April 2nd 1972
Dr Cullen Park, Carlow

Portlaoise 2-11 v 2-9 Athlone

Back: Jim Hughes, John Grant, Mick Mulhall, Tom Walsh, Micheal Carroll, Pascal Delaney, 
Mick McDonald. 
Front: Teddy Fennelly, Harry Mulhaire, John Fennell, Mick Murphy (Capt.), Cyril O’Meara, 
Brian Delaney, Larry Dunne, Mick Dooley

PORTLAOISE



The Road to glory...
 

On November 20th 1971 Portlaoise started their glorious Leinster run by beating Ferbane in the first
round, 2-8 to 0-13. Offaly star, Tony McTague, proved a sterling opponent and the Grogans too but
Portlaoise compensated for their single point defeat in the first Leinster championship by Offaly
opposition, Gracefield, in the previous campaign to take this thriller also by a single point.  The “Town”
fielded short of Teddy Fennelly, Pascal Delaney and Tom O’Reilly and started nervously. But a goal by
corner forward, John Walsh, nicknamed “Forney”, from Grattan Street, a player who had never before
played senior championship football with the club, put his name in the history books of the club by scoring
the vital goal that put Portlaoise on their way to glory and ultimately the club’s first provincial title.
Portlaoise: Mick Mulhall, Mick Murphy, Jim Hughes, Louis Harkin, Tom Walsh, John Grant, Eamonn
Whelan, Mick Dooley, Mick McDonald, Brian Delaney, Harry Mulhare (1-1), Cyril O’Meara (0-4), John
Walsh (1-0), Barry Larkin, Larry Dunne (0-3).
 
The remainder of the campaign was played in 1972.  Next up were Tinryland of Carlow and the Town
progressed by 1-10 to 0–9, at the Mill Field in Portarlington, having trailed by 0-5 to 0-3 at the break.
Portlaoise: Mick Mulhall, Mick Murphy, Jim Hughes, Teddy Fennelly, Tom Walsh (0-1), John Grant, Jim
Griffin, Mick McDonald, Mick Dooley (0-1), Larry Dunne (0-1), Harry Mulhare (1-1), Cyril O’Meara, Mick
Carroll, John Fennell (0-5), Brian Delaney (0- 1).  Sub: Barry Larkin.
 
Portlaoise beat Carbury in the Leinster semi-final by 2-8 to 1-8. The Kildare champions fielded a very
strong fifteen that included top county stars, Ollie Crinnigan, Pat Mangan and Kevin Kelly and they set the
pace in the opening half and they led by 1-4 to 1-3 at the break with a great goal from Harry Mulhaire
keeping the “Town” side in touch. The introduction of Pascal Delaney and Eamon Whelan (carrying an
injured arm) at the break changed the course of the game and little by little the “Town” gained control.
“Atch” shot a point and then Pascal placed his brother Brian for a super goal which put Portlaoise ahead
and they held out showing all their great indomitable qualities in great style.
Portlaoise: Mick Mulhall, Mick Murphy, Jim Hughes, Mick McDonald, Tom Walsh, Teddy Fennelly, Jim
Griffin, Mick Dooley, Cyril O’Meara, John Fennell, Harry Mulhaire, Larry Dunne, Brian Delaney, Mick
Carroll, Barry Larkin.
Subs: Pascal Delaney and Eamon Whelan.

 





John Grant, in action in the Leinster final with
support from Jim Hughes and Mick 'Rake'

McDonald.

Team mentors Murt O Sullivan, Jim Sexton and
Tommy Keogh picture at a training session in

the run up to the Leinster Final in 1972

Our First Leinster Club Football Success - 1972

PORTLAOISE



The All-Ireland Semi-final....

Portlaoise lost narrowly to the Derry champions Bellaghy by 1- 11 to 1-10 at Magherafelt in a thriller.
Bellaghy had the edge in the opening half and a goal by Hugh Donnelly helped his side into a 1-6 to 0-5 lead.
But it was Portlaoise who dictated the second half and, helped by a goal from Cyril O’Meara, led by a point
with a minute remaining. 

Tall rangy Bellaghy midfielder, Frank O’Loane, got possession and sent over a high speculative kick to level.
In a carbon copy score, O’Loane sent over the winner seconds later.  

It was a heart-breaking defeat for Portlaoise who gave everything for the cause in a sporting game but hostile
setting that was characterised by the sound of British Army helicopters flying over the ground. A huge
contingent of fans came by car, bus and whatever means possible to support their side. The venue was in
the heart of the troubled North, in which violence was at its very worst and danger lurked everywhere. 

Had Portlaoise held on for the draw it was odds on that the All-Ireland final was theirs for the winning.
Bellaghy went on and captured the coveted title. Portlaoise had to wait another twelve years to gain the
honour. The scorers were Cyril O’Meara (1-1), John Fennell (0-4), Pascal Delaney (0-4), Harry Mulhare (0-
1).
 
Portlaoise: Mick Mulhall, Mick Murphy, Jim Hughes, Mick McDonald, Tom Walsh, Teddy Fennelly, John
Grant, Mick Dooley, Cyril O’Meara, John Fennell, Pascal Delaney, Brian Delaney, Harry Mulhaire, John Joe
Ging, Larry Dunne.
Sub: Louis Harkin.

Action shots from the Leinster Final of 1971-1972, played in Dr Cullen Park in Carlow against Athlone.  
Team captain Mick Murphy (RIP) tussling for possession in the left picture, while the great Paschal

Delaney is in the thick of things on the picture on the right.

Our First Leinster Club Football Success - 1972
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ÁINE 
O'SULLIVAN

 Charlton it was hard not to be

interested. We had a family

business where we sold flags,

so all summer we would have

sold flags and bunting for

everyone to decorate in support

of Meath or Ireland in the good

days. We branched out into t-

shirts in the summer of the

Meath V Dublin replay saga

1991, all the kids had a t-shirt

with the results of the previous

Leinster finals in

So who is Áine
O'Sullivan……..
I hail from the Royal County Meath,
in a village called Ratoath. A small
place growing up and now a built-
up commuter area for Dublin. I
come from a family of 6 children, I
am the second youngest, with 2
older Sisters and Brothers and one
younger brother. Sport was always
a part of family life, growing up in
the era of Sean Boylan and Jack

 anticipation for the following

weekend, there was an amazing

atmosphere in support of our boys in

green. After secondary school in

Ashbourne CS, (where I was in

school with Rory from Rory’s Stories

and ‘Buster’ and ‘Dermot’ from Mrs

Browns boys) I completed a two-year

PLC course in Interior Design in the

Liberties College Dublin. Followed by

a 4-year Degree  in Design in

Mountjoy Square.  By profession I

am a Visual 

In Conversation with ...


