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Thanks to everyone for all of your
hard work in 2022.  This club is

great because of our volunteers and
your love of your town and your

club.



As a club we lost some great people
in the past year and this Christmas
will be sad without them with us in

person - their spirit and memory
will live on thankfully.



For now lets all take a breather and

spend time with our families and
friends.  



All that remains is for us to wish all
of our members and supporters a

very happy and peaceful Christmas
and here's to a very exciting 2023!!












Portlaoise GAA Celebration Night - 135 Years
Bank Holiday Sunday Feb 5th, 2023

Midlands Park Hotel
Doors Open 7pm

  

1887
135 YEARS

CLG PORTLAOISE

1887
135 YEARS

CLG PORTLAOISE

4 Course Served Meal
Special Guests
Celebrations

Nostalgia
Lots more...



and not to forget....a super band!!






Online:  Link on our Social Media Pages



Revolut: Teresa O Reilly 087-6204432



By contacting any of the following people who have
tickets:

- Catherine Fitzgerald 087 6814018 cfcathfitz5@gmail.com 
- Yvonne O Reilly 087 2587110  yoreilly@laoiscoco.ie

- Teresa O Reilly 087 6204432  teresaors@hotmail.com
- Eamon Fennelly 087 6140640  eamonfennelly@hotmail.com

- Greg Dunne 087 2380325  dunnerg@gmail.com
- Olga Loughman 086 3231006 loughmanop1@hotmail.com




"Christmas Present Idea" 
Book your place at the social event

of 2023 now!!

Portlaoise GAA Celebration Night - 135 Years
Bank Holiday Sunday Feb 5th, 2023

Midlands Park Hotel
Doors Open 7pm

  



50 Years Ago

135 Years - what a history - 
Pics below just a snapshot of some anniversaries....keep

an eye on our Social Media pages as we build up to a great
club event.....

40 Years Ago 40 Years Ago

25 Years ago

Portlaoise GAA Celebration Night - 135 Years
Bank Holiday Sunday Feb 5th, 2023

Midlands Park Hotel
Doors Open 7pm

  



Our winning adult teams will collect their medals on the
night too of course...

Laois LGFA County
Champions 2022 -

Portlaoise

Laois Mens Junior
A Football

Champions 2022 -
Portlaoise

Portlaoise GAA Celebration Night - 135 Years
Bank Holiday Sunday Feb 5th, 2023

Midlands Park Hotel
Doors Open 7pm

  






Sonny Keogh and Malcolm Nealon making a
presentation to Zach prior to his departure back

to Oz.

GOOD BYE AND GOOD LUCK ZACH

Brian Delaney and Zach swapping stories

Liam Breen, Jas O Reilly and Aidan
Fennelly shotting the breeze

Zach and his old mentor JP Cahillane
catching up

Zach hearing about all the happenings in
Rathleague with Sony and Liam :)

"Up the Town" says Fats Brown

Prior to his departure back to a land down under, Zach paid a visit to Peigs for
the Lotto - the grounds crew had a presentation ready for him..



CIORCAL CÓMHRÁ NOLLAIG
FRÁSAÍ ÚSÁIDEACHA

USEFUL PHRASES

Móra duit  ar
maidin – Good

morning









Nollaig shona duit -  Happy

Christmas
Nollaig shona agus athbhl iain

faoi  mhaise – Happy Christmas
and happy new year 

Beidh mé ag bualadh le mo chairde
ar Lá Fhéi le St iofáin/Lá an Dreoi l ín
agus Oíche Chinn Bhl iana- I  wi l l  be

meeting with my fr iends on Saint
Stephen’s Day and New Year’s Eve

Aon pleananna agat don
Nollaig? Have you any

plans for the Christmas?

Bhí sé lúide cúig chéim
– I t  was minus f ive

degrees

Nach raibh sé chomh
fhuar aréir? Wasn’t  i t  so

cold last  night?



President: Dick Sides
Vice Presidents: Jazz O Reilly & Imelda Fitzpatrick
Chaiperson: Eamon Fennelly
Vice-Chairperson: Catherine Fitzgerald
Secretary: Dermot Costelloe & Tommy Mulligan
Treasurer: Declan McEvoy & Gareth Keogh
PRO: Jennifer Fitzpatrick & Richie Coss
Children's Officer: Kevin Gorman
Irish Officer: Tommy Mulligan
Registrars: Olga Loughman & Yvonne O Reilly
Hurling Secretary: Donal O Connor
Football Secretary: Crocky Maher
LGFA Chairperson: Olga Loughman
Camogie Chairperson: Steven Doyle
Pitch Co-ordinator: Malcolm Nealon
County Board Delegate: TBC
Juvenile Chairperson: David Powders
Diversity and Inclusion Officer: Aine O Sullivan
Health and Wellbeing Officer: TBC
Games Committee Chairpersons: Com Clear & Aidan Fennelly
Grounds Chairperson: Liam Breen
Development: Jason Lalor
Fundraising: Philip Scully
Injury Claims Officer: Ken Hickey
Players Reps: TBC

Committee: All officers above and representatives of various
working groups automatically part of committee plus the
following: Brendan Keogh, Brian Delaney, Joe Daly, David
Fitzpatrick, Greg Dunne, John O Reilly, Mick Ryan, Teresa O
Reilly.

** Team Managements to be finalised and ratified in January **

There was a really good turnout at the clubs AGM which was held in the
Killeshin Hotel on November 28th - the actual 135th birthday of the club.  

Officers elected for 2023 were as follows:



Some soundbites from the AGM as follows:

JP Cahillane gave an update on progress
made this year in Ratthleague - Pitch 5

drained, Pitch 6 upgraded, walking track
installed (self funded from blitzes), solar light

poles installed for walking path, main
floodlight works commenced.

Philip Scully gave an update on fundraising. 
 Bingo has been overwhelming success -

looking for a couple of bodies to keep this alive
- an hour and a half once a month is all.  Club
25 subscribers thanked - 200 winners in the

bingo and many more in the lotto - people will
be contacted and given the option to renew or

exit. 

Jason Lalor gave an update on progress
with TOWN25 - works done so far, planning

permission achieved, other grant
opportunities now possible...members will
be called together in New Year to decide on

priorities. 

Sal O Dwyer gave an update on the Town All
Stars, how fulfilling it was to be part of this,
how the children involved love it and  have
made great progress on the back of it.  She
would like to see some work on the ball wall

area to improve the experience for the
children. 

Eamon Fennelly thanked all players and
management teams for their efforts in 2022.
Also thanked all the various groups for their
contributions and hard work in 2022.  Spoke
about One Club and the ongoing work on the

detail of making this work.  And finally re-
emphasised the aspiration to strive to be a

great dual club.

Dermot Costelloe gave an update on
floodlights progress.  There were delays
on arrival of poles due to supply chain
issues but ready now and just awaiting
correct weather conditions to erect new

poles. 



Christmas Jumper Night!

A lot of our teams and
sections have been

celebrating the festive
season and this crew on the
left really got into the spirit of

things at our Christmas
Jumper night last Friday
night.  Everybody looking

great and a lot of laughs had!

White
Christmas in Rathleague

The ball nets are frozen solid
in the recent cold snap -

great pics by Pat Loughman

THE TOW
HE TOWN

9TH DEC



Everyone in the club would like to thank
Malcolm Nealon who stepped aside as club
secretary at our AGM recently. Malcolm has

been a stalwart over the years and has
served in a number of different positions. The

job of club secretary is a busy, and often
thankless, role and Malcolm carried it out in a
very efficient manner over the past number of

years. 
The good news is that Malcolm isn’t fully
disappearing into the night..he will still be
helping on Thursday nights at the lotto in

Peigs and also with coordinating pitches for
the coming season. Thanks for your hard
work Malcolm - a person who undoubtedly
has the best interests of the club at heart.  

Well done Tommy
Congrats to Town legend Tommy

Fitzgerald on the fantastic
achievement of coaching St Thomas'

from Galway to their 5th County
Championship in a row.  Tommy is an
outstanding Portlaoise GAA man. One
of our true greats as a dual player he
has remained immersed in the club

even with his role in Galway.  St
Thomas' were beaten in the All-Ireland

semir final by a most impressive
Dunloy team but a magnificent

achievement to win a championship as
competitive as Galways 5 times in

succession.

Thank YOu Mal



Peter was Secretary of the club from 1997-1999 and he was a wonderful
character and town supporter.    

In the Club history book Peter spoke of his love for the Town and he recalled
his earliest memories - he spoke of how he looked forward to receiving a 'half

crown' from his brother John to clean his boots.
His first love was hurling and he recalled the town dressing room of the 1980s

when Jimmy Keenan's antics and general craic made it a great place and
created a great comradeship.  

He spoke of his aspiration for the club to be Leinster Champions in both codes
and felt we were one of the few clubs capable of it.  

Peter was an intelligent man full of good humour and wit - always fondly
remembered.  RIP Peter and thoughts with the Fennell family and Peters great

friends this Christmas.



REMEMBERING FRIENDS WHO LEFT US IN
2022

Paddy Fitzpatrick

Peter Fennell

Denis Kavanagh

Paddy was one of those people who you looked forward to meeting. Such a
funny man - humour was always number one with Paddy. The stories are

endless. 
 

When people used slag Portlaoise off for the town and the population Paddy
would fire back that if it was down to population China would win everything.  



Paddy was married to the lovely Imelda who he swiped from Portarlington and
what a brilliant addition to the Portlaoise community this lady has been. She is

joint vice-president of our club. She is the Queen of the Fitzpatrick clan - all great
townies.  



RIP Paddy - sadly missed by us all In Portlaoise GAA. Thoughts with Imelda and all the

clan this Christmas

Characters like Denis cannot be replaced. Good humoured, generous,
unfussed - and incapable of any form of BS, Denis was a stalwart Portlaoise

GAA man.
He was his own man - practical and authentic, no ego and nothing showy

about Denis. HIs shop was a throwback to the good old days - he could have
modernised it if he wanted to, he could have adopted modern methods of

LEAN efficiency and all the other professionalisms that so many of us get hung
up on today.  He could have had the sleekest bicycle shop in Laois if he

wanted, no doubt he could have increased profits but Denis made enough to
live his life - he didn't need more and greed was not in his universe.

Time wasn't money with Denis...time was valuable and spent in the right way -  
invested in the people he met. He was a great club man and he is missed by

us all. Our thoughts are with Cait and all of the Kavanagh family this
Christmas. RIP Dinny.

How sad a year it has been to lose these three legendary characters from our club -
their spirit will live on in the stories we tell and pass on..RIP to three of the best.



Many thanks to everyone who subscribed to CLUB25 which started in February last
year.  

CLUB25 is a fundraising arm of TOWN25 - the strategic facilities development plan
for Portlaoise GAA Club

On the following pages you will see the lists of our CLUB25 winners - for €8pw
(€400 for the year) our subscribers were guaranteed entry into our weekly Club

Bingo and Town Lotto. Great to get the support for this which is playing a vital part
in the club positioning itself for major developments in the future - but also great to
see so many winners, and nice to know that subscription gives you a chance each

week.  
We had just over 250 people signed up for CLUB25 - how amazing is it that in the

bingo alone we had over 200 Winners (145 individuals) - these represent good
odds!! 

The good news is both the bingo and the lotto will continue to operate so for anyone
that would be interested in renewing you will have that option. And if you choose not
to renew we are very grateful for your support over the past year. We will contact all

players soon to advise them of their options regardless. 

If anybody would like to sign up to CLUB25 for the coming year please let us know.

Thank you one and all.

Club 25Club 25Club 25   

202220222022



February 
Caoimhe Duggan  500 

Micky Sullivan  250 
Seamus Smyth  250 

Liam Phelan  200 
Joe Daly  200 
Brian Fitz  100 

Eamon Fennelly  100 
Ger Egan  100 
Niall Fitz  100 

Ricky Maher  100 
Ger King  100 

Joe McDermott  100 
James O'Reilly Jnr  100 

Ciaran McEvoy  100 
Ozzie Dunne  100 

Charlie Fitzpatrick  50 
Lorna Keenan  50 

Teddy McCormack  50 
John Taylor  50 

Eugene  La cumber   50 
Tony  Brown   50 
Stapo Brown  50 




March 
James Timmons  1,000 

Brian Colgan  500 
Jason Shalloe  200 
Aoife McEvoy  200 

Eamon Fennelly  100 
James Brown  100 
Jason Dunne  100 

Margaret Timmons  100 
Pat Loughman  100 
Noel  O Reilly   100 
Michael  Lalor  100 
Diggler Daly  100 

Cathal McEvoy  75 
Mark & Joan Keane  75 

Paddy Downey  50 
John Costelloe  50 

David Reddington  50 
Carmel Fennelly  Books - 50 
Seamus Smyth  Books - 50 




April 
Tony  Finlay  500 

Amanda Conroy  250 
Noel Costelloe  200 

Niall Lalor  200 
Amanda Conroy  200 

John Dunne  200 
Powders Family  200 
Mick  Lindsey  200 
David Graham  125 

Noel Tuohy  100 
Noel  O Reilly   100 
Pat Critchley  100 

Gary McCormack  100 
Ronan  Molloy   100 
Niall McNamara  100 

Brian Fitz  100 
Tony  Finlay  50 
Mick  Ryan  50 

Denis Tynan  50 
Ava Hearns  50 
Brian Colgan  50 
Brian Bohan  50 




Club 25Club 25Club 25   

202220222022



May 
Conor & Ross Dunne  1,000 

Seamus Smyth  250 
Jeffery Phelan  200 

Ross & Conor Dunne  175 
Mick  Lindsey  100 

Joe Daly  100 
Ray Carroll  100 

John Costelloe  100 
Caroline Byrne  100 
Adrian Dunne  100 

Nicholas Bergin  100 
Sean  Brown  75 

Brian Fitz  50 
Niall Rigney  50 

Benny  Carroll  50 



June 
Olive  Maher  500 
Noel Tuohy  200 

Paul  O'Connell  200 
Denise Plunkett  200 
Terry Swayne  200 

Colm Clear  200 
Damon Larkin  200 
Liam Bergin  175 
Tom Conroy  100 

Paul  O'Connell  100 
Micky Sullivan  100 
Alan Kingsley  50 

Kevin Donegan   25 
Damien Kavanagh   Books - 50 




July 
Mark Brophy  300 
Kieran Daly  200 

Cyril Mulligan  200 
Ronan O'Gorman  200 

Connie Conroy  100 
Mossy O'Connell  100 
Mossy O'Connell  100 
Gary Saunders   100 

Imelda Fitzpatrick  100 
Alan Kingsley  100 
David Seale  100 

Mark O'Sullivan  100 
John Mulligan Jr  100 

Tommy Fitzgerald  100 
Ollie Dunne  50 

Paddy Fitzpatrick  50 
Liam Brennan  50 
Daniel O'Shea  50 
Fiona  Larkin   50 

Joe Daly  50 
David Seale  50 

Kieran Bergin  50 
Craig  Deevy  50 

Brian Fitz  25 
Tommy Fitzgerald  Books - 50 

Ken McHugh  Books - 50 

Club 25Club 25Club 25   

202220222022



August 
Owen   Delaney  1,000 

Shane Keane  200 
Ciaran  McEvoy  200 

Damien  Kavanagh   200 
Nial Lalor  100 
Roc Scully  100 

Sean  Brown  100 
Jamie  Dooley  100 
Kieran Bergin  100 
Noel Costelloe  100 

Mark  Kavanagh  100 
Phil  O Keeffe  100 
Adrian Dunne  100 

Mossy O'Connell  100 
Aidan Fennelly  100 
Dean Cullen  100 
Noel Tynan  100 
Liam Phelan  100 

David Reddington  50 



September 
Ava Hearns  1,000 
Gerry Dillon  1,000 

Dave & Teresa Delaney  350 
Ozzie Dunne  350 
Skinny Fahy  200 

Martin Reddin  200 
Malcolm Nealon  200 
Sadie  McEvoy  100 
Shane Smyth  100 
Crocky Maher  100 
Cyril Duggan  100 
Gerry Dillon  100 

TA Scully  50 
Jason Lalor  50 
Tony  Cahill  50 

John Mulligan Jr  50 
Ger King  50 

Gerry Dillon  Books - 50 




October 
Teddy McCormack  500 
John Mulligan Jr  350 

Hume  Auctioneers  200 
Tom Prendergast  200 
David  Hughes   200 
Kevin Donegan   100 
Gordon Conroy  100 

Pauline Flanagan  100 
Paul Brown  100 

Aoife McEvoy  100 
Tony  Finlay  100 

Tommy Scully  100 
Vincent King  100 

Stephen Phelan Snr  100 
Gareth Dillon   100 

Karen Monaghan  75 
David  Holland   50 

Kevin Fitzpatrick  50 
Kieran  Lillis  Books - 50 

Gemma  Scully  Books - 50 



Club 25Club 25Club 25   

202220222022



November 
Colm O'Sullivan  1,000 

Ken McHugh  250 
John Breen  200 

Micheal McGrath  100 
Lorna Keenan  100 
Seamus Smyth  100 

Tommy Fitzgerald  100 
Ted Donegan  100 
Tony  Cahill  100 

Paul  O'Connell  100 
Paul  O'Connell  100 

Richie Coss  50 
ricky  maher  50 
Pat Keegan  50 

Gemma  Scully  50 
Joe McDermott  Books - 50 




December 
O'Connor Family  200 

Teresa Brown  200 
Brian Dunne  200 

Gordon Conroy  200 
Tony  Cahill  100 

Kieran Bergin  100 
Ava Hearns  100 
John Strong  100 
Liam Brennan  50 
John Taylor 200

Michael McGrath 200
Ambrose Larkin 50

Tim Brosnan - Fuel Voucher
Dennis Kavanagh - Lotto

Subscription
Jas O Reilly - Smokie

Tickets
Jason Lalor - 100 One4All

Voucher



No of  Indiv idual
Winners:  145 

Total  Wins:  200 

CLUB25 Stats

Total  Prizes €30,000 

Club 25Club 25Club 25   

202220222022



Ciaran McEvoy €20
Shane Conroy €20
Damon Larkin  €20
Shane Smyth  €20

Powders Family €50
Cyril Duggan €50
Mick Lindsay €20

Cathal Murphy €20
Shane Keane €20
Liam Brennan €20

Joe Phelan Snr €20
Noel Tuohy €20

Aisling Saunders €20
Tom Prendergast €20

Fiona Larkin €20
Mickey Nolan €50






Mickey Bowe €20
Zach Tuohy €20
Jimmy Wrest €20

Aisling Saunders €20
Joe Paisley €20

Ronan Molloy €20
Adrian Dunne €30

Pat O Loughlin  €20
Catherine Doyle  €20

Joan Keane €20
Eugene Deegan €20

Phil O Keeffe €20
Peter Reddin  €20
Shane Smyth €20
Philip Scully  €20

As well as all the Club Bingo winners on the previous pages our
CLUB25 players have also been included in the weekly lotto draw

and here are the winners so far...

Club 25Club 25Club 25   

202220222022



Play our club lotto
Jackpot €20,000!!

www.portlaoisegaa.ie
Go to fundraising section

on website
ALL FUNDS FROM

LOTTO GO TOWARDS
DAY TO DAY RUNNING

OF THE CLUB  

Play Club Bingo Online - over
€5,000 in prizes to be won

every Friday night.  Eyes down
8pm on Zoom (hosted by our

very own DJ Broch!)
www.portlaoisegaa.ie

Go to fundraising section on
website.

ALL FUNDS FROM BINGO GO
TOWARDS DEVELOPMENT

OF FACILITIES IN
RATHLEAGUE

Thanks to everyone who supports
our fundraising efforts through the

lotto (day to day running costs),
and bingo (development).  It is

greatly appreciated.



If you have any feedback in relation
to the newsletter, or if you would

like to contribute to it, please
contact pro.portlaoise.laois@gaa.ie








Fantastic news in recent weeks with the news that Planning Permission has been
granted for our development plans.  

There is still significant work to be done from a fundraising perspective, but it is
important for us to have planning permission in place if we wish to avail of prospective
grant aid during this process.  

In relation to the planning itself there are two parts to it obviously, and the work will most
likely need to be done in two separate stages.  

Our members will decide which stage is undertaken first - we will convene a meeting
specifically in relation to this in the New Year. 
 
We know that everyone is eager to see progress with our facilities, but these things take
a lot of time and a lot of money.  We are moving in the right direction however and
planning permission is another milestone on our journey.  

Lets keep going. 
 
Town abú!!!.


