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EDITORIAL JUNE 2022
Happy Pride Month!  June is Pride month

internationally and the Pride flag was again raised at

Rathleague for the month.   It might not seem like

much to some people but to anyone within our club

who is struggling with their identity or sexuality it

means so much to know that Rathleague is a safe

space. 

June 2022 also saw the arrival of our new club

training gear on to the shelves of Colgans Sports.

For any club coaches who wish to place team orders

for new club gear, please contact Jennifer.   

Jennifer & The Tattler Team
PORTLAOISE GAA
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THROWBACK - 24TH JUNE 2015
RATHLEAGUE OFFICIAL OPENING
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I lined out at midfield for the Town in the senior hurling
final of 1960. The club had not won a county title in the
grade for 17 years. But with a string of successes at
minor level in the early to mid-‘50s, many of these young
stars were filtering through in the later part of the
decade and the senior squad became competitive.
Borris-in-Ossory was the top team in the county in those
years and they were the team to beat. We had them on
the rack on final day in 1960 but poor shooting and bad
luck left us trailing by a single point at the long whistle.
That was as near as I got, as a player, to win a senior
medal. It would be seventeen long years before the Town
reached the final again.

In the years after that football was thriving in the club but

for some unknown reason senior hurling was dying a slow

death. All through the sixties and into the seventies we had

some great hurlers, the finest in the county. I can recall

some tough and exciting games with Borris-in-Ossory,

Rathdowney, Errill, Kyle and St. Canices and our nearest

neighbour Clonad when luck seemed to desert us on the

important day. I managed the senior hurling team for many

years but with football doing so well, hurling was not a

priority in the club. Poor preparation and lack of proper

management were major factors in our lack of success at the

time. I am certain these were the reasons we were not

winning the championship. 

With this in mind a group of ex-players under the auspices

of the then chairman, Teddy Fennelly. Teddy, a former dual

player, was anxious to try and revive the game of hurling in

the town. This was the start of the club’s climb back to

hurling prominence. We got in the Tipperary legend, Jimmy

Doyle, to help coach the team and he was a huge help. With

other great hurling men for back-up on the line I knew, as

manager, or trainer as the role was known then, that we

were starting to go places.

The backbone of the team was formed by dedicated senior

players who combined well with the skilful newcomers of

the minor and under 21 ranks. The aim of the management

and selectors was to produce a skilful team combined with

determination and dedication. They were also aware of the

need to develop our club players to the level where they

might compete for their county.

Tom Lalor – Led the Hurling Revival In The 1980s

We gave the great Camross team a run for their money in

the final of 1980 and then we won four in a row led by the

“OldTimer” (John Joe Ging) and were a bit unlucky not to

have made it five. We won two more in the ‘80s, so it was a

time to remember. It was heartening too to see Laois teams

competing at top level with our players as backbone. We

were all delighted when Pat Critchley won an All-Star

award. He was very deserving of the honour but I was

disappointed that a few more of our top hurlers were

overlooked. Players like John Taylor, a marvellous hurler,

the Bohanes, John and Billy and later Cyril Duggan and Niall

Rigney were all good enough to be All-Stars. We had great

hurling men with us on the line, men like Paddy Critchley,

Billy Bohane snr, John Keenan, Peadar Molloy, Paddy

Brennan, Tom Bergin and my brother, Jimmy. These men

knew all that was to be known about hurling and how to

win games. They were all great hurling men and great

friends too. 

One of my great disappointments was not winning the

Leinster club championship. We went close a few times and

especially in 1987 when we lost by a point. We were robbed

as the referee kept the game going well over time until

Rathnure got the goal that beat us. It was not the only time

we lost through bad decisions. There has been a lot of bias

against Portlaoise in important hurling games. That has

been evident up to even recent years. Why are they afraid

of Portlaoise winning? And we play the game for what it’s

worth. Those in charge of hurling games should remember

the ‘80s. When Portlaoise was strong, the county was

strong. 
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PORTLAOISE
Féile Peile na nÓg Squad 2022

PORTLAOISE
Féile Peile na nÓg Shield Champions 2022

Portlaoise 5-01 V 3-04 Blessington (Wicklow)

Back: Lily Gavin, Dayna Doheny, Zuzanna Puciato, Rebecca Cahill, Chloe Byrne, Laura Culleton, Roisin Murphy, Faye Byrne,

Ailbhe Carroll, Sarah Corrigan, Emily Conroy, Cara Coleman
Front: Ellen Bergin, Ruby Doyle, Doireann Brennan, Sara McDonald, Aoife Morris, Sadbh McGrath, Abi White, Gillian McEvoy.
Missing from photo: Anna Mulligan, Abbey-Louise Byrne, Faye Brown.

Danny Rooney, David Whelan, Billy Farrell, David Fitzpatrick, Ryan Dalton, Rio Lacumber, Eoin Carey, David Brown, 
Jack O'Sullivan, Ben O'Connor, Jamie Gorman, Ryan Morrin, Robbie Brophy, Conor O'Callaghan, Aidan Fitzpatrick, Ryan Doran, 
Ryan Scully, Sean Powders, Darren Brennan, David Delaney, David Reddin, Shane O'Sullivan, Charlie O'Dwyer, Fergal Naughton,
Brian Dunne, Kevin Gorman, John Delaney, Gavin Fitzpatrick. 



 Ciorcal Comhrá
Ainm: Aisling Kehoe

Aois: 29 
Leasainm: Kehoe 
Post: Dental Nurse 
Scoileanna ina d’fhreastail tú: Scoil
Bhride & Ballyfin/ Mountrath
Community School 
Caithimh Aimsire: Gaelic Football and
Soccer
An clár Netflix is fearr leat: Queen of the
South 
Banna ceoil is fearr leat: Westlife 
An áit is fearr le dul ar laethanta saoire?
New York
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Ainm: Cian Dowling Byrne

Aois: 21 
Leasainm: CDB
Post: Carpenter
Scoileanna ina d’fhreastail tú: St. Mary’s CBS
Portlaoise 
Caithimh Aimsire: Gym, music, Netflix
An clár Netflix is fearr leat: Prison Break
Banna ceoil is fearr leat: The Script 
An áit is fearr le dul ar laethanta saoire? Albufeira 
Cén áit ar an bpáirc is fearr leat? O Moore Park
Do thionchar is mó: My family
Cé hí/hé do laoch spóirt? Cristiano Ronaldo
An t-imreoir Cumann Luthchleas Gaeil is fearr leat:
Tony Kelly 
Comhairle d’imreoirí óga: Don’t let a crowd effect
your performance on the field, go out and enjoy it.

Cén áit ar an bpáirc is fearr leat? Half Forward 
An pháirc is fearr leat? Rathleague 
Do thionchar is mó: My Family without a doubt! 
Cé hí/hé do laoch spóirt? Katie Taylor  
An t-imreoir Cumann Luthchleas Gaeil is fearr leat: Mary Kirwan - she’s still on go - great role
model! 
Comhairle d’imreoirí óga - To keep working hard and to join every single minute!



Cad a cheap tú faoi an Féile Old Fort? 
What did you think of the Old Fort Festival




FRÁSAÍ ÚSÁIDEACHA
USEFUL PHRASES

Seanfhocail - Old Sayings

Bhí an craic go hiontach
The craic was mighty




Ar bhuail tú le haon duine suimiúil? 
Did you meet anyone interesting?

 

Nuair a bhíonn an deoch istigh bíonn
an ciall amuigh

When the drink is in the sense is out!





An donas amach is an sonas isteach
 Out with the bad and in with the

good!



Logainmneacha I bPortlaoise

Ardán Glas- High Green

Bruach na hAbhainn-Bank of the
River/Riverbank

Cois na hAbhainn-Side of the river/Riverside

Dún Masc- Fort of Masc

Rath Gailine-Fort of Gailine

LOGAINMNEACHA - PLACE NAMES

Bhí mé ann ar an oíche Déardaoin….Bhí an
banna ceoil “The Whistling Donkeys” ag seinnt
I was there on Thursday night…The Whistling

Donkeys were playing

Bhuail mé le mo chara Brian Bohan
I met my friend Brian Bohan

Chaith sé an oíche ag rince agus ag
canadh lena bhean chéile Deirdre. He

spent the night dancing and singing with
his wife Deirdre



 You’d be gone from morning to

dark, mostly football and soccer,

but tennis when Wimbledon was

on and we’d cycle miles during

the Tour de France.  One of those

lads was Enda Coleman who won

a Leinster medal at midfield

against Skyrne in 2004, and who

now trains one of my daughters at

u12.

KEVIN
GORMAN My father’s family lived on the

Dublin Road before moving to St.

Brigid’s Place when the Church

was being built where they lived.

He went away to work in England

not long after school, met my mam

and got married, and when I was

born moved back home to live in

Fielbrook. We moved out to Borris

Great then, where the family house

still is, and close to where I'm

living myself now.  The whole

Borris/Colliers Lane/Kilminchy

area wasn’t developed at all back

then, you were in the country, but

there was no shortage of lads to

play sport with.

This month we caught up
with our Club Childrens
Officer, Kevin Gorman, a
proud Townie

IN CONVERSATION WITH
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Family & Work Life 

I’m married to Jane, originally a Sarsfield’s

woman but now one of our club members.

I work as principal in Newtown NS,

Crettyard, and Jane teaches French in Scoil

Chríost Rí.   

We have four children, Jamie who is with

the u15 boys, Carrie and Ruth who are with

the u12 and u10 girls, and Kevin the

youngest who is starting his club career

with the u6s.   So, six club members in our

house. Exactly what the new club family

membership was designed for!

Early Memories of  the Club 

The club was always part of my life.  My

father, Marty, was a big club supporter and

I’d say he was a handy enough underage

player.  He started for Portlaoise in 3

consecutive minor finals from 1960-62,

winning 2.  His teammates in those

matches were future club greats such as

Bill Phelan, Ollie Byrne, Teddy Fennelly,

John Fennell, Brian Delaney and Paddy

Fitzpatrick among others.  Early days were

spent watching the hurlers make the

breakthrough and win 4 county finals in a

row in different grounds, and contest

football and hurling finals nearly every

year.  The ‘80s were great times to be a

club supporter, travelling all around

Leinster as a young lad to matches with

the Larkins and the Dunnes and looking

forward to the bag of Tayto and glass of

coke in the pub after where all the analysis

took place.  I was there in Cloughjordan on

the proudest day in our history when we

won the All-Ireland Club in 1983 - I was

very young and can’t remember anything

about the match, but I’m there in the

famous photo taken after winning that

day, between Bernie Conroy and Billy

Bohan, just behind Teddy Fennelly and

Brian Bohan. 

Playing Days 

I was never going to emulate the lads on

the field, more enough than not I was sub

but that didn’t really matter. 

We had a great group of lads and

loved training and the general craic.

Our age group didn’t win a whole

lot, but I remember reaching the

national Féile in Galway during

Italia ’90.   1992 was a decent year.

We were u16, and I don’t want to be

unfair to others but my memory is

of Brochan O’Reilly at midfield

driving us on to a County Final

victory against Rathdowney/Errill

(speaking of driving, Brochan also

drove a coach’s car around the GAA

centre that year but that’s another

story).   We were within a point of

doing the double that year but a

very strong Heath team had our

measure, as they did all the way up

along.   We had some great players

though, notably Trevor Shore,

Mickey Fennelly who would play in

an All-Ireland final for The Town,

and Ian Fitzgerald who captained

Laois to Leinster in 2003.  I kind of

moved away from playing after

minor, which I still regret (I’ll never

understand how more capable

players stopped playing when they 

had a lot more to offer).   I played a

small bit in college, I remember

Eamon Cregan trained us in Mary I

and one day we were playing DCU.

We had Fergal Hegarty who won a

couple of All-Ireland's with Clare and

Mark Foley who won a Munster with

Limerick, and they had Sean Og O

hAilpin. DCU were winning handy so

Cregan threw me into the corner

near the end and told me to do

damage. I didn’t feel the weight of it.

But it was great training with the

likes of those lads.

Friendships Formed 

We had a great bunch, nearly all dual

players.  Most of us went to the CBS

too.  During the summer a lot of us

would cycle out to The Heath to play

18 holes in the morning, have a

basket of chips before another 18 in

the afternoon, before cycling back for

training; football twice a week,

hurling twice a week. Wasn’t much

burnout back then!   All of us that

played together would still be

lifelong friends, even if it’s harder to 
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all get together in the same place

these days.   We have a WhatsApp

group that was called “40yr olds on

Tour” when it was set up a number of

years ago to organise a trip away for

that year as we all turned 40.   That

group is now called “46yr olds on

Tour ” and we’ve still gone nowhere. 

Biggest Disappointments

Ah there’s no doubt about the biggest

disappointment.  That was in Nowlan

Park in 1987, no real need to mention

the occasion or the opponents as

they're ingrained into the hearts of all

club supporters.  I was 11, and clearly

remember us 2 points ahead in injury

time, inside the wire and ready to run

onto the field to celebrate.   Instead,

the late goal went in and I was

roaring crying instead.  No club has

ever won a hurling and football

Leinster in their history, and we were

a puck of the ball away from doing it

in the same year as the footballers

beat Parnell’s.  

Stradbally in 2016 comes close I

suppose, I walked down to Peigs from

OMP that day and couldn’t get the

roar out of my head after the ball hit

the net to deny the 10-in-a-row. 

Then over the years there was Ballina,

Kilmurry, Ballyboden, Rathnure

(again), Graigue-Ballycallan – you’d

nearly think there was more bad

memories than good but that’s

definitely not the case, even if we

should’ve won more Leinsters and

All-Irelands.

Standout Games

I remember a Leinster quarter final

against Longford Slashers in Pearse

Park about 10yrs ago.  We were well

behind but a great comeback forced

extra time. CheChe came on late just

a few days after losing his mam and

when he kicked a monster point in

extra time the roar from the Town

supporters would give you

goosebumps. It was dark when the

game finished. The whole Leinster

campaign of 2009 when we were

putting huge scores on everyone

and hardly conceding before

beating Garrycastle in the final.

Beating Palatine in Leinster the day

after the county final. The hurlers

gave us great days in 1998 up to the

Leinster final with the win against

Kilkenny champions Graigue-

Ballycallan a day for the ages, and

again 4yrs ago in the Leinster

intermediate. The semi-final against

Ballinamere in OMP stands out as a

cracker. 

Early Heroes

There was no shortage of heroes in

the early days; Football – the

Prendergasts, the Brownes, Atch;

hurling – the Rigneys, the Bohans,

the Bergins, Cheddar. I would have

been no different to every lad my

age in idolising Curly and John

Taylor in particular, and Zoom was

just Zoom.   I think a lot of us did

Camp Thunderbird back in the day

because he was involved.   I know

Pat very well these days, and have

nothing but admiration for the

passion he has to improve the club,

not just now but to pave the way for 

more great days in future years.  I

was very proud of all the Town

players representing decent Laois

teams back then, and I remember a

Leinster Express poster of the NFL

winning team of 1986 on my

bedroom wall among all the Man

Utd posters out of Shoot. In later

years, there were plenty more who

represented the club to great effect;

Bruno, Cahir Healy, Aidan Fennelly,

Tommy Fitz, Joe Phelan to name but

a few, and it’s great to see all of

those lads helping now in some

capacity to inspire and develop the

next group of Town legends. 

Club Childrens Officer Role

I got involved with the juvenile

scene when Jamie started training

as a 3-year-old.   Damien Lynch got

myself and Brian Scully to help out

at the nursery, and that was it. We

stayed with that group all the way

up, Brian is now with the u15

hurlers and I’m with the footballers

with Brian Dunne, Cha Fitzpatrick

and Rusty Delaney. They’re a

fantastic group, having won the

Laois football Féile in May, and will

hopefully have a right tilt at a minor

football and hurling double in two

years. I’ve no doubt there’s plenty of

future Senior players in our ranks.
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About 4 years back Cyril Duggan was
Chairman of the Juvenile Committee
and asked me if I’d consider
becoming Club Children’s Officer. I
thought I’d do it for a year but I’m
still there! I’m the bane of a lot of
coaches lives, constantly in their ear
to get Garda vetted and do Child
Safeguarding courses, but these
really are necessary aspects of
modern coaching. Parents need to
know that their children are being
developed in a safe place by coaches
who are concerned about the
children’s welfare and part of my job
is to provide parents and children
with the opportunity to voice any
concerns that they may have. The
role of Children’s Officer is central to
maintaining the safeguarding of
children and young people in our
club and to the implementation of
the Code of Behaviour. I also have to
ensure, with the cooperation of other
Officers, that legislative
requirements governing people who
work with children/young people are
followed. Achieving this requires the
cooperation of other Officers,
coaches, parents and our underage
players. 

The Childrens Officer is
automatically a member of the Club
Executive & you learn a lot about the
running of a GAA club from those
meetings, & the amount of work
done behind the scenes by the
various volunteers. Everyone who
attends those meetings are real
characters & the beating heart of the
club. Admin-wise, I’m also chairman
of the Laois Cumann na mBunscol &
there’s great club involvement in
that too, with the likes of Brian
Dunne, Tommy Mulligan and Bertie
Walsh.

Enjoyable Aspects 
It’s great being involved in such a
vibrant club with a brilliant tradition.
With my own kids involved & the
u15 footballers as well as being
Children’s Officer, I’d be in
Rathleague most nights of the week.
There’s a real satisfaction in seeing
lads who have been with us since
before they even attended school
developing into the players they are
today, representing their club and
county with pride. 

There’s always someone to have a chat
with & everyone is pulling in the same
direction. There’s a lot of friends out
there, old & new, & there’s always a
laugh to be had, no matter how serious
the issue being discussed. You’ll never
have to face a problem on your own in
Rathleague. 

Frustrations
WhatsApp groups. Lots & lots of
WhatsApp groups. & the notifications
that come with them!

Any funny memories ?
There’s always a few funny stories out
of away days, but one that stands out is
the Leinster hurling final a couple of
weeks before Christmas 1998. The
supporters bus we were on stopped in
Durrow on the way back from
Kilkenny, & when the driver went into
the Nore Nets with the rest of us, one
of the lads, a great friend of mine,
somehow ended up with the keys and
did laps of Durrow in the bus, with a
few festive passengers on board
singing “We wish you a merry
Christmas”. The same fella was once
swinging a hurl so wildly as a juvenile
that Bill Phelan was left with no option
but to state that his presence was no
longer required at training. Ever. He
knows who he is!

What does club mean to you ?
The club is a focal point of the
community, & has given me many
great days. 

There’s great memories from the past,
& now it’s going to give my own
children chances to make their own
memories in years to come.  As a
supporter, there’s many a winter that
was shortened with Leinster
Championship matches every couple
of weeks in October, November &
December.

There was a good few great nights in
the old GAA centre too. The club owes
me nothing, & that’s why I’m happy
to be involved both in coaching &
administration. 

Aspirations for how the Club should
move forward 
These are exciting & interesting
times for the club. There’s a great
group in the club who have driven the
Town25 project from the start, and
once complete, our club facilities will
be the envy of others.

The current fundraising drives are
crucial to the fulfilment of these
plans, & the launch of club bingo was
inspired & all at the club are
immensely grateful to Mick
Ryan,Brochan, & everyone involved.
Presently, I would consider us to have
energetic & highly motivated Senior
and Juvenile committees under the
chairmanships of Teddy Fennelly &
David Powders, who will steer the
club along the right courses. 

TO
W

N
 T

A
TT

LE
R

 V
O

L 
2 

IS
SU

E 
6 

- J
U

N
E 

20
22



Of course, the One Club model is
visible proof of this & shows we
are capable of responding to the
needs of contemporary times. 
 There has been serious work
going on in the ladies’ side of the
club for a long time, & it was
great to see the ladies footballers
win their first senior title a
couple of years back against
Sarsfields - 2 ladies footballers,
Rebecca Reddin & Shauna
Dooley, along with Zoom, gave
up their own time to help us raise
an Active Flag in my school last
year, that’s the type of people
you have in the club.  

On the camogie side of things, the
last couple of years have seen great
successes too, so plenty of role
models in our club for both girls
and boys.  It was great to see the
u15 girls winning the Féile shield at
the start of July too.  On the field,
the encouraging of dual players is
essential.  It’s been too long since
our last hurling championship in
2004, & maybe that won’t change
until the work being done at
juvenile level to promote hurling
bears fruit.  The last few Sunday
mornings have seen hundreds of
young children in Rathleague as we
try to introduce new children to
our games.  

Our GPO Shane Keegan has been
instrumental in this & it’s a huge
thing for the club to have our own
dedicated GPO. Seeing senior
players give their free time to
help out on those mornings was
great. All of these children are
playing both football & hurling, &
should be encouraged to keep
playing both codes. Hopefully by
the time they begin playing
competitively they’ll have a love
for both, without the need to
choose one over the other. You
never know, there might come a
time when, unlike Nowlan Park in
’87, the puck of the ball might go
our way.

In Conversation With Kevin Gorman





Portlaoise GAA Club
Social Night

 Friday 22nd April 2022

Out & About
With

Portlaoise
GAA 





Tipperary great Noel McGrath took
time out of his schedule recently to
visit Rathleague and speak to our
juvenile players and mentors, as well
as demonstrating some free-taking
and offering advice and tips. 

The kids had lots of questions for
him. He told them that his best
memory was winning the county
hurling and football titles with his
club Loughmore-Castleiney last
year. A great dual club. 

He encouraged the kids to play both
games and told how switching
between the codes helped keep him
fresh in both codes and apply the
same principles of play. 

Portlaoise GAA are very grateful to
Noel for taking the time to call to us.
He stayed for a long time signing
autographs and getting photos
taken.  He was really impressed with
the activity in Rathleague and the
amount of players and mentors
involved. 



JULY FIXTURES

TO
W

N
 T

A
TT

LE
R

 V
O

L 
2 

IS
SU

E 
6 

- J
U

N
E 

20
22



Portlaoise GAA Club
Social Night

 Friday 22nd April 2022


