PORTLAOISE GAA NEWSLETTER

FEATURED THIS MONTH

e WALK FOR THE TOWN

e GOLF CLASSIC

e IN CONVERSATION WITH SEAMUS "CHEDDAR" PLUNKETT
e U12 LGFA SUCCESS

C’'MON THE T@®WN

VOLUME 2 ISSUE 8




CLG PORTLAOISC

EDITORIAL ISSUE #8 2022

Its busy times in Portlaoise GAA - thanks to everyone for their
support for two important fundraisers in the past few weeks - the
annual Golf Classic and our very first "Walk for the Town'.
Championship is in full swing now and things are going to get very
interesting in the coming days and weeks.

this past weekend our senior ladies footballers were put to the pin of
their collars by a very determined St Brigids team before finally
prevailing in extra time.

Our camogie girls have battle valiantly having been promoted from
Junior ranks and went down by five points

The evening before our senior men marched on with a comfortable
win over Clonaslee St Manmans - and in doing so have now set up a
mouth-watering semi final, and a repeat of last years final, against
the champions Portarlington.

Our Junior Footballers

Our senior hurlers take pride of place this coming weekend and will
be underdogs against Abbeyleix - but the lads have ground a couple
of really good wins now and write them off at your peril.

Another huge game coming up this Friday is the Minor Football semi
final away to St Josephs - again we will be underdogs but lets hope
our supporters get over there to support the lads in what should be a
really competitive game.

Our minor hurlers are also out in a semi final the following week
against Mountrath and we would like to wish Rocky and the lads the
very best.

Congrats to our U12 girls on winning the championship also and
needless to say there is endless activity at juvenile level!

Enjoy issue #8. Cmon the Town!

The Tattley Tear

PORTLAOISE GAA



For Fixtures and Results
please visit
www.portlaoisegaa.ie

Can all sections make sure to send their
results to the relevant PROs who will link
in with Richie Coss who looks after the
website for us.
Results can be sent directly to Richie
also - he mans the club mailbox
info@portlaoisegaa.ie

On the field our teams are progressing through their championships
at the moment. Our senior footballers are into the county semi final
where they will attempt to knock Portarlington from their perch.
. Our hurlers are also in the semi final where they face warm favourites
Abbeyleix. They have had two good wins against Trumera and
Ballyfin and preparations are going well

- - Our Senior Ladies Footballers are in the County Final after a hard
- fought win against St Brigids. County Champions provide the
’ opposition - this should be a cracker

Our Junior A footballers are through to the semi final now. Our ladies
junior footballers are out unfortunately.
At underage level our minor hurlers are going weill in the B division
and our footballers have qualified to play St Josephs in the A SF.
Our U13 and U15 footballers have won silverware in
development competitions.
Its all go at the moment - Lets make it a great year for

‘UP TO THE FIELD WE GO’ the elub.
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Some really tangible progress can be seen just now in Rathleague.

« Pitch 5 drainage work is now complete and the pitch is seeded - the recent rain has been timely
and you can now see our new pitch emerging

 Pitch 6 drainage upgrades are now complete

» Walking path is progressing well and gravel surface has been laid - plans afoot for tarmacadam
finish to this and solar lights along the route - great to see people starting to use this new facility

« Floodlights will be in situ on Pitch 4 by end of September - work continues in preparation

 Plans for a new seating area, with canopy and protection from the elements are being
considered and will happen soon...coffee dock, shop area etc....just off walking path

As per last months edition options in relation to the clubhouse/arena development are still being
investigated. Rising costs remain an issue just now as most of you will be keenly aware. But our
fundraising efforts are ongoing and Bingo continues to be a success. Everything is pointing in the
right direction and our determination to deliver a facility which we can all be proud of remains
steadfast. We will be convening all of our membership prior to commencing works - we want
everyone to have a say and to be happy with plans for clubhouse/arena development

There is no denying the progress that is happening currently - even before the bigger project kicks
off. A brand new pitch (pitch 5 - which will become our main pitch), Permanent Floodlighting
solution on our main training pitch (pitch 4), the addition of a new walking track amenity for our
members and friends - with lighting, and an outdoor seated area adjacent to the walking track to
give a little comfort to anybody visiting our club grounds in Rathleague.

We are getting there bit by bit from a facilities point of view - the next few years will be an exciting
time for us all.




Our Laois Champs bring it home to
Rathleague!!

The club honoured our All-Ireland Champs Ellen Healy, Sarah Ann Fitzgerald and
Laura Nerney recently with a presentation in Rathleague. Well done to Olga and
the ladies section for organising this - the girls were brilliant with their time in

speaking to our young players, signing autographs and posing for pictures.
Portlaoise GAA is very proud of their achievement and for representing the club so
well.




Portlaoise GAA

Join "The Town " for Hurling and Gaelic
Football on Sunday mornings in Portlaoise
GAA Club, Rathleague.

Well-organised gaa activities for boys and M ;

girls born 2015, 2016 and 2017 with room
for all the family to watch and enjoy the fun
and games.

Sunday Super Sports
Fun & Games
10.30am - 11.30am

-

Portlaoise GAA Club Rathleague
Eircode R32 Y160
Sunday Super Sports
US5's, U6's & U7's
Boys & Girls Born 2015, 2016 & 201
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We are looking forward .
to welcoming all our o TAvy Wi -
existing & new members '
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LAOIS LGFA U12 FOOTBALL
CHAMPIONS 2022

Add a subheading




Ciorcal

Proifil Imreoir

Ainm: Niamh

Aois: 21

Leasain: Ni Cruadhlaoich

Post: Dalta in UCD

Scoileanna ina d’fhreastail tu: Scoil Naisiunta Ioma agus
Scoil Chriost Ri Portlaoise

Caithimh Aimsire: Peil agus camogaiocht

An clar Netflix is fearr leat: Gossip Girl

Banna ceoil is fearr leat: Little mix

An it is fearr le dul ar laethanta saoire? Orlando

Cén it ar an bpdirc is fearr leat? Leathchulai

An phairc is fearr leat? IToma

Do thionchar is mé6: Mo Chlann

Cé hi/hé do laoch spdirt? Simone Biles

An t-imreoir Cumann Luthchleas Gaeil is fearr leat: Rena
Buckley

Combhairle d’imreoiri 6ga: Is fearr obair chrua na tallan
gach la den tseachtain-Hard work beats talent any day!

Per Ry ST
W'-:"-'.-" i rk:ﬂ*g

Proifil Imreoir

Ainm: Gavin Skehan

Aois: 20

Leasainm: Don’t have one

Post: Bartender/Student

Scoileanna ina d’fhreastail tu: NUIG

Caithimh Aimsire: Gym

An clar Netflix is fearr leat: The Witcher

Banna ceoil is fearr leat: Red Hot Chilli Peppers

An it is fearr le dul ar laethanta saoire? Tenerife

Cén ait ar an bpairc is fearr leat?

Football-corner back Hurling-corner forward

An phairc is fearr leat? O Moore Park

Do thionchar is mé: Eddie Critchley for getting me back
out to hurling

Cé hi/hé do laoch spoirt? Mohammad Ali

An t-imreoir Cumann Luthchleas Gaeil is fearr leat: Tj Reid
Combhairle d’imreoiri 6ga: Train everyday and be
consistent




FRASAI USAIDEACHA
USEFUL PHRASES

Chualas grupa sa
Peigs.-l heard a group
in Peigs.

/

Ar chuala ta aon cheol traidisianta ag
Fleadh Laigheann? -Did u hear any Irish
traditional music at the Fleadh
Laigheann?

Bhi siad ag seinnt bainseo, fidil
agus feaddg stain.- They were
playing a banjo,fiddle and tin
whistle.

Bhi an siamsa ar an sraid an
taitheamhach.-The entertainment on the
street was very enjoyable.

Bhi TG4 ag taifeadadh
lasmuigh Tigh P} Kavanaghs.-
TG4 we’'re recording outside
Pj Kavanaghs.

Seanfhocail - Old Sayings

Is fearr cairde no o6r/
Friends are better than
gold

FIiRICI SUIMIULA/

INTERESTING FACTS

Ta Fleadh Eireann sa Mhuilleann gCearr an bhliain
seo.- The National Fleadh is in Mullingar this year.
Beidh suas le leath millilin duine ag freastal an
fleadh I rith na seachtaine.- Up to 500,000 people
will attend the fleadh throughout the week.

Is i an chlairseach an uirlis naisitinta na hEireann.-
The harp is the national instrument of Ireland.

Is i an fhidil an uirlis traidisiinta is coitianta-The
fiddle is the most popular traditional instrument.
T& an bodhran déanta as craiceann gabhar- The
bodhran is made from goat’s skin.

Bailionn brobh beart/
Every little helps




IN CONVERSATION WITH
SEAMUS "CHEDDAR"
PLUNKETT

Seamus ‘Cheddar’ Plunkett needs no
introduction to Gaels in Portlaoise,
Laois and throughout the hurling
world. He was a tough,
uncompromising player for Portlaoise
and Laois in the 70’s, 80’s and 90’s and
won multiple championships. After his
playing days finished he, to use his
own expression, ‘morphed’ into a
hurling coach and his passion,
organisational skills, work ethic and
honesty mark him out as a top quality
manager and coach. He trained his
beloved Portlaoise to a county
championship in 1998 and led them all
the way to an unlikely Leinster final
appearance.




Early memories of club: It's the 60’s team
winning championships and as kids we’d be
going up to see them train and early heroes
would have been Pascal, Teddy, the Rake
and lads like that...it would have been mainly
football but there was also hurling and the
likes of Brian Delaney — they had a decent
enough hurling team and were beaten in a
county final a few years before in 1960. One
of the first influences in hurling, outside my
family, was Pat Walsh, whose uncle was Fr.
Matt Walsh who was President of the club for
a long number of years. He taught in
Portlaoise Primary school. | remember him
starting off a tournament for third or fourth
class and we just happened to win it. He'd
have us hurling in the yard at break time and
we’d be hurling with boards. We didn’t even
have proper hurleys at the time. We had Br
Beausang and Br Somers with U12 teams.
Then Bill Phelan coming on and looking after
things from U14 through to U16. In those
years we were probably a bit more orientated
towards football. But there was a love of the
club and you just moved up through the ages
and it becomes a vocation for life really.
You're wedded to one club and you stay with
it and that’s it.

Where did your love of hurling come from?
It would have been at home. My mum is a
Kilkenny woman and was a Kilkenny camogie
player and my dad is a Cork man so there
would always have been great gallery around
All-Ireland Final time and there would always
be a focus on hurling when those days came
around. Portlaoise hurling was bleak in the
early 70’s but something started to stir in late
70’s. Could you see bright days ahead then? |
don’t think anyone would have seen a bright
future in those years. Obviously a lot of young
players had come through a good skills
system with Br Somers and Br Beausang and
later on Br Paddy Kelly...so a lot of people
had developed good technical skills even

though they were playing a lot of other games
at the same time. There was a good base
there and a lot of people came around the
same age. Then people like Tom Lalor taking
over the team and things were better
organised. The arrival of Jimmy Doyle was the
icing on the cake. So principally it was driven
by the underage development in the early ‘70s
through the Christian Brothers. Winning an
U21 in 1976 or so was also important and a
good batch of players came through from that.
But the real glue that brought it all together
was Jimmy Doyle and Tom Lalor coming
together as a coaching team.

Greatest memories with Portlaoise:
Winning the first final was fantastic but |
suppose the one that stands out most. A great
memory but in another way was losing the
Leinster Club final in 1987 when we really
should have walked away with it. We had a
great chance of winning an All-Ireland, we had
beaten all the other teams that were involved
around that time in challenge matches and |
just felt we had a great team. After losing that
we lost our way a bit, even though we won a
few championships it was never the same
after that. We never got back to that level of
preparation and performance again.

Best players played with: John Taylor was
an incredible player, a super hurler he played
on all the best hurlers in the country at the
time and he'd simply wipe them away. A really
great player to play with. My friend Zoom was
an tremendous player, John and Billy Bohane
and players like that and even up to recent
with players like Tommy Fitzgerald, Joe
Phelan and Cabhir.

But the best player | ever played with is
probably not one that people might come up
with first. That was Jimmy Harding. A very
understated player, technically a very gifted
player. At different times against all the big
teams when we were in trouble Jimmy



Harding was the man who put the finger in the
dam and neutralised great players in a very
quiet effective manner. And he was probably
one of the better Portlaoise footballers as well.
There were others too ... the likes of Jimmy
Keenan was the heart and soul of the team,
Joe Keenan, Matty Keegan, Liam and Paul
Bergin ... the list goes on as | was lucky
enough to play with many really great players
and I'm slow to name them as I'm leaving so
many out. With Laois, PJ Cuddy was one of
the best full forwards in the country, a great
goal-scorer.

Toughest Opponent: An awful lot of them
(smiling). Hurling was tough back then. |
wouldn’t like to single out anybody but just
generally hurling was more physical and
tougher back then. Regrets: | have one
massive regret that | didn’t dedicate my life to
hurling particularly from my teenage years. It
was probably dominated by football and I just
didn’t do enough to develop my own skill level
and | regret that to this day. Even at adult
level | felt | had to make myself the fittest and
maybe the strongest player on the team just to
make up for a skillset that other people had
that | didn’t have. | blame not having enough
coaching right through my teenage years up
to minor and | regretted that right throughout
my hurling career.

Does that influence you as a coach?
Definitely. It informs me as a coach and even
more-so now as hurling is all about pace and
precision at the minute, and skill and touch.
And if your touch is not up to speed now at
inter county level you won't survive. That is
definitely driven by my own experience. You
probably never find that out until you go up to
inter county level where the biggest difference
is that you have less time on the ball. The
more skilful you are the more time you are
going to have on the ball and it's when you
play at that level you really find out that no

matter how fit, strong or aggressive you are if
you don’t have the skills you are at a serious
disadvantage.

What do you admire in a player: Ambition to
succeed. The hunger of a player to improve
themselves and succeed is what | like most.

What frustrates you in a player: Lack of
ambition to be great and to make something
of themselves.

What motivates you to put the time you do
into coaching? It's the love of the game
number one. And it's a love of your county
and a love of your club. That drives you to try
and improve things.

Fondest coaching memories: | suppose at
club level winning the county championship in
1998. We also won an U21 championship.
Even though | am involved with the county |
absolutely accept that club comes first and
county comes second. That's just the nature
of things and the way the GAA is built. At
county level the games against Galway you
know it was really special to be a Lacisman on
the sideline in O'Moore Park on those
occasions. More than anything else just
looking at young lads and putting structures in
place and seeing young Laois hurlers being
able to compete with the best county teams
and the best county players.

Who was the best hurler you ever saw: |
suppose because of our own affinity with
Jimmy Doyle he was probably my favourite —
an incredible stickman and an incredible
player.

What does the club mean to you: | think
that's the most important question to be
honest with you. Of all the things about the
GAA | think what your club should mean most
to you is your sense of belonging to your local



place. With club you are playing for your
family, the people around your street and
that's the most important thing in the GAA and
| wouldn't ever like to see us losing that. My
club colours are important to me, the history of
my club is important to me and the fact that
Portlaoise was a strong hurling club in the
early years, before becoming stronger at
football, and | have some great memories of
some of the older people who have since
passed away and how fondly they spoke
about Laois hurling in the 40s and early 50's Seamus Plunkett, captain of the minor football team of 1976
. . receives the cup from county chairman, Sean Ramsbhottom,
when they competed so well with Kilkenny after the final
and all of those great teams. So it's this sense
of place that's most important and really the
actual sport is only something on top of that
really.

Aspirations for the club: | would like to see
hurling becoming very strong in the club again
and when | say that | don’t mean at the
expense of football. In the ‘80s we were
winning championships in both on a regular
basis and there’s no reason why we can’t do it
again. | would also like to see the club more
integrated in the community of Portlaoise even
more-so than it is at the minute and | think
that's important for the club.

2L P OR | LAO ] S 6 ﬂz ¢ Celebrating the senior double in 1991.
g : . . ] 3 /. Hurling captain
Laois Senior Hurling Champions 1984 == seamus Plunkett and football captain
Liam Duggan with

club chairman Peadar Molloy

Back: Dick Sides, Ollie Byrne, Noal Rigney, Des Rigney, Seamus Plunkelt, Sean Dunne, Martin Caghin, Sean Bergin, Jim Harding, Philip Rochford,
Jimmy Keenan, Pat Crilchlay, John Bohane, Tom Walton, Brian Murphy, Liam Harney, Liam Hogan, John Dwyer, John Joe Ging, Hugh Rochford,
Ned Murphy, Noel Hopper, Dan Dunne

Front: Peadar Moloy, Tom Lalor, Paul Kelly, Jimmy Doyle, Matthew Keegan, Joe Keenan, Liam Bergin, Sean Bergin {mascol}, Billy Bohane,

Mick Bohane, John Taylor, John Rogers, Jimmy Wrest, Christy Cahill, John Duggan, Teddy Fennelly, Jimmy Lator.

Extreme Front: Sean Delaney and Peter Ryan




Walk For The Town 2022

(a selection of photos from our inaugural
Walk For The Town event!!




Walk For The Town 2022
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PORTLAOISE
GAA CLUB

GOLF CLASSIC
2022- THE
WINNERS!!

L e

he winning team: John Férréll,

Paddy Delaney, Dom O Connell and 2nd Place:.Bllly Delaney, John 3rd Place: Joe Keenan, Joe
Robbins,..., Fr Sean Washe, Pau McEvoy,Dermot
Denny Jcob

Murphy

Non-GUI Winners: James  2nd Non-GUI - Kevin Woulfe, Last Place ;) John Hanniffy, Seamus
Brown, JP Brennan Des Browne, Gerry Browne, Plunkett, Pat Critchley and John Og
Bernie Conroy Hanniffy

Organiser in chief of the Annual Golf Classic Jazz O
Reilly with his hardworking assistant JP Cahillane
checking the scorecards after a long but very
enjoyable day. Thanks for all of your hard work Jazz
and JP on a job very well done. Big shout out to
another stalwart John O Reilly who did a lot of hard
work in preparing for the event
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PORTLAOISE

GAA CLUB

GOLF CLASSIC
2022- THANKS TO
OUR SPONSORS!

Sincere thanks to all of the sponsors, supporters, and players who
contributed to making our annual golf classic a resounding success.
Special thanks to George and Liz Plunkett and Peigs Bar for being the
main sponsor of the event.

SPECIAL THANKS TO HUGHES PHARMACY, JESSOP STREET DENTAL (PAUL CONRQY),
KAVANAGHS LIVE BAR AND VENUE (PJ KAVANAGH), PERMANENT TSB, MCKEON STONE (NIALL
KAVANAGH), CASTLE ORTHODONTICS (IAN FITZGERALD), DOWNEYS AUTO STOP, COPPERS
NIGHT CLUB (DAVE POWER), LILLY'S BAR (KIERAN LILLIS), SID LEWIS, JOHN ADAMS CAR SALES
LTD, MATTHEW KEEGAN UNDERTAKER, PORTLAOISE PLAZA, BROWNES ANIMAL FEEDS, AIDAN
DELANEY, DE BRUNS BAR (STAPO BROWN), LEINSTER GAA, CLEAN FREAKS (MARK O DWYER),
THE WELCOME INN (DONIE NORTON), LAOIS HIRE, HUME AUCTIONEERS (JOHN DUNNE), MATTIE
HEFFERNAN, PORTLAOISE PARISH CENTRE (MONSIGNOR BYRNE), GERRY BROWNE
JEWELLERS, BALLYHYLAND CONSTRUCTION — (DAMIEN KAVANAGH), BOOTH CONCRETE, LAOIS
COUNTY COUNCIL (CATHERINE FITZGERALD), BARRY FITZGERALD SOLICITORS, MAGGIE MAYS
(PAUL TIMMONS), LAOIS SAWMILLS (NIALL MCNAMARA), PORTLAOISE JUVENILE GAA, COLGAN
SPORTS, 4 ACES CASH & CARRY, GAYNOR MILLER, TOM & ANTOINETTE PRENDERGAST,
MAUREEN O KEEFFE, SMYTH FUELS (SEAN SMYTH), DICK SIDES, AD CARPENTRY LIMITED
(ALLAN DALY), PORTLAOISE CREDIT UNION, REMCOLL CAPITAL (JOHN HANNIFFY), BAKER TILLY
RYAN GLENNON, PAT HARDING BUTCHERS, MULHALLS SUPERVALU, BOSCOS GALA, MICK
RYANS BAR, STRADBALLY GAA, HEATH GAA, PORTLAOISE RUGBY CLUB, TONY GRAHAM
BUILDER, BALLARD LODGE NURSING HOME, DUNKEEN OIL
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Everyone in Portlaoise GAA Club would like to congratulate
Tommy Mulligan on his appointment as a selector with Laois
Senior Footballers, and wish him the very best of luck.
Tommy needs no introduction having excelled in hurling and
football with his club and he was also a member of the Laois
Minor team who won the All-Ireland in 1997. He comes from
a great town family who continue to make an outstanding
contribution to the club, and he follows in the footsteps of his
dad, John, with this appointment.

Good luck Tommy aka ‘Muinteoir'!
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Portlaoise Minor Football Team - Laois Minor Football Champions 2002

The champion minors of 2002 are having a re-union in
De Bruns Bar on Saturday 24th Sept at 8pm - All
Welcome!!

2002 Laois Minor MFC Final
Portlaoise 1-12 Stradbally Parish Gaels 0-13

The "Town' won the clubs 21st Minor Football title by
overcoming Stradbally Parish Gaels in the final by two
points. Portlaocise had to pull out all the stops to clinch
the title. They led by a point at half time but it took too
late points from Peter McNulty (RIP) to secure victory
at the end.

Portlaoise: Brian Farrell; Dan O Shea, John Delaney,
Cahir Healy; Jamie Fitzpatrick, Brian Mulligan, Mark O
Sullivan; Eoin Fingleton (Capt) (RIP), Keith Lalor;
Brian Bowe, Sean Cotter, Shane McManus; Peter
T — _ McNulty, Barry Fitzgerald, Craig Rogers.
TR, B ;
A "'"‘"H_"”-'_'__ > :—i::g — Sub: Declan O Loughlin.
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Portlaoise GAA Club is forming a brand new social committee.
Tommy Mulligan has started some work on this and if anybody is
interested in getting involved or helping out please contact Tommy on
087-2939077. The first night is already planned - and it coincides with
the Minor football 2002 re-union. Our ladies footballers are out in their
big county final that day also - this promises to be a great night..

So thats Saturday 24th October in De Bruns Bar
anytime from 8pm for a great Portlaoise GAA Social
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Thanks to everyone who supports
our fundraising efforts through the
lotto (day to day running costs),
and bingo (development). Itis
greatly appreciated.

If you have any feedback in relation
to the newsletter, or if you would
like to contribute to it, please
contact pro.portlaoise.laocis@gaa.ie

Play Club Bingo Online -
over €5,000 in prizes to be
won every Friday night.
Eyes down 8pm on Zoom
(hosted by our very own DJ
Broch!)
www.portlaoisegaa.ie
Go to fundraising section on
website

Play our club lotto - Jackpot
€20,000!!
www.portlaoisegaa.ie
Go to fundraising section on
website




