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The Tattler Team
PORTLAOISE GAA

The past month has been a mix of sadness and
celebration in Portlaoise GAA circles. No sooner

had the last Tattler been issued than the sad news
came of the passing of our long serving Club

President Dick Sides.  
Though Dick was 92 years young, his death still

came as a shock. He had such a youthful approach
to life and he was so full of energy and activity

that the news came as a shock to us all.
Dick had his tickets sorted for our club

celebration night and he was really looking
forward to it. And though he wasn't there in

person on the night - he was front and centre in
spirit.  

What a night this turned out to be. 
 Approximately 420 people gathered in the

Midlands Park Hotel to celebrate the 135 year
long history of Portlaoise GAA. 

Between the medal presentations,
commemoration presentations, video footage,

interviews, and photos this was a night of
celebration and nostalgia.  Smash Hits were the
main musical entertainment and they rocked the

place when the formalities were over.  The dance-
floor was full to the hilt for the rest of the night.

An unforgettable evening for sure!
Some exciting news for everyone is the advent of

the BRAND NEW Portlaoise GAA App.
This will be a one stop shop for everything

connected with the club. From news, to
membership, to Town Lotto, Club Bingo,

communications - this app will transform the way
we communicate as a club. 

Further information in this edition - but the app is
ready to be downloaded now on both iPhone and

Android.
Hope you enjoy our second edition of 2023!





GETTING READY

Our teams are back preparing for the year ahead - hurlers and footballers all together for the physical work
under the supervision of our own Benny Carroll. Best of luck for the year ahead lads!!

Portlaoise Juvenile GAA AGM is on in
The Parish Centre this Friday 17th

February 2023 at 7pm. 



Everyone welcome to this important
annual meeting of a vital section of

our club

At our recent 135th Celebration Night we had a raffle and the following were the prizes and
winners:

Prize 1 - Full Membership of Portlaoise GAA for 2023 including County Board Monster Draw Ticket - Winner
Nicky Bergin

Prize 2 -  Full Membership of Portlaoise GAA for 2023 including County Board Monster Draw Ticket - Winner;
Trish Keenan

Prize 3 - Meal for 2 iin Kellys Steakhouse - Winner: Derek Green
Prize 4 - Meal for 4 in Charter Bar - Winner: Lorcan Duff

Prize 5 - 4 Month Gym Membership Midlands Park Hotel - Winner: Mikey Nerney
Prize 6 -  Pat Harding Meat Voucher - Winner: Rachel Byrne 

Prize 7 - Brownes Animal Feeds Voucher - Winner: Rebecca Keane
Prize 8 - Super Value Parkside Wine Gift Set - Winner: Joe Keenan

WELL DONE EVERYONE!! AND SINCERE THANKS TO EACH OF OUR PRIZE SPONSORS!!
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WHAT AWHAT A
NIGHT!!!NIGHT!!!

 OUR VERY FIRST LEINSTER FOOTBALL CHAMPIONS OF 1971/72, 

OUR LEGENDARY HURLING TEAM WHO WON 4 TITLES IN A ROW FROM 1981-84

AND THE TEAM WHO STAND ALONE AS THE ONLY TEAM FROM THE CLUB TO
REACH THE PINNACLE OF ACHIEVEMENT IN  GAA....OUR FAMOUS ALL-IRELAND
FOOTBALL CHAMPIONS OF 1983.

iT WAS A FANTASTIC CELBRATION IN THE MIDLANDS PARK HOTEL ON BANK
HOLIDAY SUNDAY FEB 5TH.  ON THE NIGHT COUNTY CHAMPIONSHIP MEDALS

WERE PRESENTED TO OUR VICTORIOUS LADIES SENIOR FOOTBALL CHAMPIONS,
AND OUR MENS JUNIOR CHAMPIONS.  



WE THEN HONOURED:




 



ON THE FOLLOWING PAGES WE SHARE SOME PICTURES OF A BRILLIANT CLUB
NIGHT - CREDIT TO GILLY GUILFOYLE FOR THE MAJORITY OF THESE PHOTOS!
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What a fantastic night we had  in the Midlands Park Hotel last Sunday
5th February!!

Over 400 Portlaoise GAA people gathered to celebrate some current
champion teams, and also some glorious moments from the history of
our great club.  Over the next few pages we have photos from the night
and we also share images of some of the display boards that were on

show on the night.  Enjoy...see how many faces you recognise!



Great townies The Keogh's enjoying the
celebrations

Diarmuid, Fiona, and Jason Lalor all
smiles

Two old hurling stalwarts Tom Walton and
Martin Cashin catching up after many years
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The Portlaoise Queen
In the year of the sun-shine, the year ’54, 

we said that we’d cross o’er the sea. 
A bunch of the boys, we were natives of the town, 

we’re going on a voyage you see. 
We’d a grand little boat and when ready to float, 

she was the nicest that e’r was seen. 
Then Odlum Deegan waved his hand 

and the Brass and Reed Band, 
played us to the Portlaoise Queen.

We had big Jack Dunne, who arose with the sun 
and Jim Aird from the Central Hotel. 

With lively Larry Ging, like a bird on the wing 
and Jack Grant, as sound as a bell. 

We had Lalor from the bridge 
and Bob Delaney from the Ridge. 

Charlie Porter, he came from the Green, 
and fearless Attie Hume we did make room 

on the crew of the Portlaoise Queen.

Tommy Higgins he supplied all clothing for the trip, 
Bill Campion gave us ten barrels of stout, 

Mick Whelan, he threw in, a few ould bullocks legs, 
and some rabbits, with the mixo, there’s no doubt. 

And as for Jimmy Brown, 
he didn’t let us down, 

he gave us apples and oranges, nice and clean. 
Then Billy Dunne was the man, 
with his noble horse and cart, 

that brought them to the Portlaoise Queen.

We were nine days at sea and between you and me, 
the boys weren’t pullin’ too well. 

Then Delaney got drunk and said Lalor was a skunk, 
and sure it started holy hell. 

They were fighting for a week 
‘till the boat took a leak. 

But Ging was the man so keen, 
Steering back through the tide, 

He saved all the lives, 
of the crew of the Portlaoise Queen.

We were nine days at sea and between you and me, 
the boys weren’t pullin’ too well. 

Then Delaney got drunk and said Lalor was a skunk, 
and sure it started holy hell. 

They were fighting for a week 
‘till the boat took a leak. 

But Ging was the man so keen, 
Steering back through the tide, 

He saved all the lives, 
of the crew of the Portlaoise Queen.



by Christy Conroy

Harry Mulhaire, a great player
on the 1971/72 team speaking

to MC 
Will O'Callaghan

Ladies Football captain Aisling Saunders, MC Will
O'Callaghan, and manager Stephen Duff on stage

during the presentation of medals

Mark Mulligan, Liam and Mary Phelan
enjoying the celebrations
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Captain of our All Ireland
Champs of 1983 Liam Scully
presenting the Junior medals

Phil O'Keeffe and 
Grainne MoranBernie Conroy and Brian Rankins Billy Bohane  and

Monsignor John Byrne

Sal O'Dwyer, Teresa O'Reilly and 
Willie Farrell checking lists! Brian Bohan and Jack Brown Larry Dunne, John Fennell and 

Barry Larkin

Paul and Catherine Doyle Ellen Healy and her 
dad Victor Bernie Conroy Irene and Barry Fitzgerald

The O'Connor family Mark and Sinead Brophy Kevin and David Farrell Joe Keenan & The Fitzes
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Jason Maher and 
Paul FitzpatrickPeter Ryan and Brian RankinsSonny Keogh and Teddy McCormack

The Duff Family Kevin Swayne and friend Greg and Rose Dunne

Cathal Duggan and Pat Critchley Liz Plunkett & Peter Ryan Crocky Maher and Sonny Keogh
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Mickey Bohane, Joe Paisley and
Renee Byrne

Mark Carroll, Noel Tynan & 
John Fennell  

Liam Breen with his 
daughter Sandra

Phil O'Keeffe and
Rebecca Keane

John and Sadie Mulligan Barry Fitzgerald, Diarmuid and Norma Lalor
and Dennis Kavanagh Shay and Harry Mulhare

John Hanniffy and Vinny Dowling Mick Nerney and Terry Swayne Jas, Jas (Jnr) and Yvonne O Reilly

Willie and Bernie Kehoe Sonny, Liam and Gareth The Morans!
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James Timmons, Noel O'Reilly 
and Tommy Mulligan

Jas O'Reilly and 
Eamon Fennelly

Phil O'Keeffe 
and Fiona Dooley

Alison and Denise Dargan, 
Joe Paisley and Brian Bohan

Gail Clear and Shona Keogh Pat Critchley, Mickey Bohane 
and Cheddar Plunkett

Fiona Larkin, Brian and Carol Devaney

Olive Byrne, Shona and Gareth Keogh,
Michael McGrath Brian and Louise Fitzpatrick The Fitzpatricks

Terry & Kevin Swayne, Malcolm Nealon
and Crocky Maher Claire Fennell and Fiona Phelan Michael and Darren Rogers 

and Mark Brennan
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Tales of 71/72 with John, Teddy and Harry Nicola and Damien Delaney Crocky Maher and Liam ScullyTommy & Lucy Fitzgerald

Charlene Duff striking a pose Flanagans and Saunders families John Joe Ging, Barry Larkin 
and Willie Farrell

Pat Critchley, Jimmy Bergin 
& Mickey Bohane

The Lillis's Phil O'Keeffe 
and Susie Delaney

Fun n games!

Colm and Tracey O'Sullivan Willie Farrell and Peter Ryan John Taylor collecting his daughter Alison's
medal - Alison is on hols in Australia
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THE BANDLEADER 
A Poem for Dick Sides, (R.I.P.) - by Pat Boran 

Call it strange or odd, but what we loved
when the marching band came proudly up the

street,
the ranks of players following the heart beat

of the big bass drum, was, up front, in white gloves,



tossing his baton above his head,
the bandleader, marking time. We stood and stared.

A lone guard, spectral at the cross-roads,
directed traffic; children waved



to shy musician siblings, suddenly mature

in their outsized uniforms. But who could look away
from this feat of anti-gravity, his skillful, sure

mastery and control? Music played



and filled the valley of the street, echoing
off parked cars, and plate-glass windows

where pale-faced dummies gazed like souls in
limbo.

And yet, for all the toing and the froing,



we loved it most when the band came to a halt
now and then, high stepping on the spot

but going nowhere, a panto horse
waiting for its rear end to catch up.



Odd to think that fifty years can pass

in the blink of an eye, that the world can change
so much and yet so little. But kids still like to march

and swing their arms. And if it seems strange



that a walking stick might suddenly transform
into a gleaming baton, who is he to complain?

He listens for a music now somewhere within him,
counts to himself, and then they’re off again.

R.I.P. MR PRESIDENT

It signalled the real end of an era when our Club President Dick Sides sadly died on January 19th. 
Dick's involvement in the club spanned many decades. 

If you browse through the archives of old club photos Dick's friendly face adorns team photos in most of those
decades.  



He was Treasurer of the club for 25 years from 1965 to 1990, and he was club president for over 20 years.  



He was a fervent supporter all of his life and despite becoming more frail in recent years he still made the

effort to go to games when it would have been easier to stay at home.



Dick was a good humoured man, loved meeting people, and was an iconic figure to all involved in the club.



This edition has many photos from our recent club celebration night - an event Dick had bought tickets for. He
was so looking forward to it. And although Dick may not have been there in person his presence was very
much there. It felt like he was watching down on everyone at it and smiling that friendly smile that was a

permanent fixture on his face. 



Rest in Peace Mr President - one of a kind and a true legend of Portlaoise GAA Club. 



Are  you interested in coaching or managing.
A vacancy has arisen at Juvenile level for our U12

Camogie Team. If this is something that might
interest you please contact:



 Steven Doyle, Chairperson Portlaoise Camogie 

 087-1386489 - stevendoyle01@msn.com
or 

Deirdre Walshe, Secretary Portlaoise Camogie
085-2389102

secretary.portlaoise.laois@camogie.ie

Have you ever considered a career in
refereeing??

This is a fantastic way of being involved in our
games, with a path to progress to whatever level

you wish to reach.
 If it is something you think you might be good at

or might enjoy please contact us at
secretary.portlaoise.laois@gaa.ie. 



MEMBERSHIP
2023

Membership of Portlaoise GAA is now open.  
The following are the rates that have been agreed and ratified for 2023:

Full Adult (Playing and Non-playing) - €130 
(includes Laois GAA Monster Draw ticket)

Membership now open.  
Register for 2023 through our new app or

speak to any committee member.



CIORCAL CÓMHRÁ EANÁIR
FRÁSAÍ ÚSÁIDEACHA

USEFUL PHRASES

Bhuail mé a lán iar imreoirí
agus sean chairde.

I met a lot of ex players and old
friends.

Ar bhain tú taitneamh as
an oíche céiliúradh 135?

Did u enjoy the 135th
celebratory night? 

Bhain mé an taitneamh as. Bhí
sé thar barr!

I really enjoyed it. It was super!

Míle buíochas don choiste
eagraithe.

Huge thanks to the
organising committee.

Bhí sé go h-iontach na foirne ó na
seachtóidí agus na h-ochtóidí a

chomóradh.
It was great to commemorate the

teams from the seventies and
eighties.



CLUB25 IS BACK FOR 2023
Our hard-working fundraising team are delighted to confirm 
that the hugely successful CLUB25 is back for 2023.
Club25 gives you weekly entry into our lucrative Club Bingo 
and our Town Lotto (Jackpot currently €20K) for one full year
- for €400 as a one off payment or for €8 per week.

CLUB25 started a year ago and it has been a terrific success. 
We wish to thank everybody who subscribed. From our club 
subscribers there were in excess of 200 winners (winning 
over €35,000 between them) over the year - we displayed the 
list of winners in last months Tattler - which is a fantastic 
result. We hope you were one of them!!

All newcomers are most welcome - just email info@town25.com
and one of the team will send you the easy steps and options to 
sign up...

To our existing members , thanks sincerely for your support during 2022. You will have now received an
email with renewal or cancellation options - whichever you would prefer at this point.

This fundraising initiative is generating vital and necessary funds to deliver the objectives we have set as 
part of TOWN25 - Portlaoise GAA's facilities development plan.

For any information you need on CLUB25, including FAQs please go our website at 
portlaoisegaa.ie/club25

SOME OF OUR WINNERSSOME OF OUR WINNERS



Club winners in the Bingo in the past month as follows:
20th January: Ray Carroll €50, Steven Doyle €50, Enda Coleman €25, 
Mark Carey €100;
27th January: Alan Kingsley €50, Noel O Reilly €100, Dave & Teresa Delaney €100.
3rd February: Conor Boyle €50, Cathal McEvoy€50, Monica Delanehy €100, 
Joe McDermott €100, Micheal McGrath €200, John Fennelly €100; Dan O Shea €50
10th February: Alan Murphy €100, Imelda Fitzpatrick €200, Paraic Phelan €50,
Diggler Daly €100, Diggler Daly €200, Cyril Mulligan (Books), Colm Clear €50,
Aidan Coleman €100, Michael Larkin €500;

PLAY EACH WEEK BY PURCHASING A BINGO BOOK ON
WWW.CLUBBINGO.IE



Play our weekly Town Lotto onPlay our weekly Town Lotto on
our new club app.our new club app.
Search 'Portlaoise GAA' on:Search 'Portlaoise GAA' on:                          



Play our club lotto
Jackpot €20,000!!

www.portlaoisegaa.ie
Go to fundraising section

on our new club app.
ALL FUNDS FROM

LOTTO GO TOWARDS
DAY TO DAY RUNNING

OF THE CLUB  

Play Club Bingo Online - over
€5,000 in prizes to be won

every Friday night.  Eyes down
8pm on Zoom (hosted by our

very own DJ Broch!)
www.portlaoisegaa.ie

Go to fundraising section on
website.

ALL FUNDS FROM BINGO GO
TOWARDS DEVELOPMENT OF
FACILITIES IN RATHLEAGUE

Thanks to everyone who supports
our fundraising efforts through the

lotto (day to day running costs),
and bingo (development).  It is

greatly appreciated.



If you have any feedback in
relation to the newsletter, or if you

would like to contribute to it,
please contact

pro.portlaoise.laois@gaa.ie






