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EDITORIAL MAY 2022
May 2022 has been a month of highs and lows for our

club.  

Early in the month we celebrated the 92nd birthday

of our Club President, Dick Sides, with a surprise

presentation to him in Peigs.  We also saw Sonny

Keogh being caught out with a surprise party in his

"home from home" in Rathleague to celebrate his

70th birthday.   

We then heard of the sudden death on 7th May of

Peter Fennell, a former Secretary of our club, a loyal

and dedicated member for many years, taking on

many roles. Peter's easy going manner and his great

sense of humour will be missed.

On the 24th May we were all shocked by the death of

Paddy Fitzpatrick, a highly respected and popular

figure within Portlaoise and Portlaoise GAA.  Paddy

was a town supporter and stalwart all of his life and

the Fitzpatrick family involvement in our club is

significant. 

The Tattler is late for May 2022 but the message for

this month is simply that #ClubIsFamily for many

involved in Portlaoise GAA Club.   

We all look forward to better days.

 

Jennifer & The Tattler Team
PORTLAOISE GAA



The unexpected death on Saturday 7th May 2022,
at his home in Grattan Street, of Peter Fennell, cast
a gloom over Portlaoise GAA club.  Peter was a
great servant of the club and was one of its most
loyal and dedicated members. 

Peter’s involvement goes back to the 1960s and
‘70s, in which he was one of a great crew looking
after the juveniles, which included the likes of Bill
Phelan, Peter Carroll and Ollie Byrne.

They enjoyed outstanding success in both codes
but Peter’s particular love for hurling gave him the
greatest satisfaction when 'The Town' teams won
the big Feile competitions. These successes led to
the emergence of the super Portlaoise hurling
teams of the 1980s and later.

His greatest memory was Portlaoise winning the
All-Ireland club football title in 1983. His greatest
regret was not winning the Leinster club title in
1987.  In his memories Peter blamed the referee for
the defeat and he said he told him so when he met
him many years later. 

While Peter admitted he was not very good as a
player in either hurling or football, he was gifted
with the pen and used it to good effect with the
club. He capably filled many officer roles over the
years and was Club Secretary for three years just
before the millennium.

Peter was a quiet modest man with a good ear for
listening, full of gentle wit and a ready smile. He
grew up in great GAA family and was always proud
of the achievements of his siblings. Despite being
in indifferent health for many years, he never
allowed it to dampen his cheerful outlook on life,
nor his great interest and love for his club.  His loss
to the ranks is immeasurable. 

Ar dheis Dé go raibh a h'anam dílis

 Peter Fennell R.I.P.



There was a huge sense of shock and sadness in
Portlaoise with the passing of Paddy Fitzpatrick
RIP on Tuesday 24th May 2022.

Paddy was a highly respected and popular figure
within Portlaoise GAA Club   He served in  many
club roles over the years. 

As a player he had the honour of being a member
of the team that won the first ever u21 football title
in 1965.  Paddy was corner back when Portlaoise
beat Timahoe in a delayed final which was played
on Oct 23rd 1966. 

He went on to be a mentor with many teams and he was a selector with the great town football team of
the noughties, a team his son Kevin starred on. 

Paddy was a town supporter and stalwart all of his life and the Fitzpatrick family involvement in
Portlaoise GAA Club is significant, with Imelda, his wife, a long-serving volunteer with Mná na Club,
Kevin, our current senior football manager, David/Cha a senior football selector and U15 football coach,
David’s wife Jennifer is the Club PRO and Paddy's grandchildren are involved in various teams and
across the board in club and gaa life.  Paddy will forever be remembered for his good humour, warm
personality and his fantastic wit. 

Ar dheis Dé go raibh a h'anam dílis

Paddy Fitzpatrick R.I.P.

PORTLAOISE
Laois U-21 Football Champions 1965

Portlaoise 2-07 V 0-05 Timahoe

Back: Garvan Harkin, Paddy Fitzpatrick, John Joe Ging, Danny Timmons, Don Phelan, Pat Scully, Noel McCabe, P.J. Holohan,

Tom Walsh, Frank Byrne. 
Front: Syd Harkin, Brian Delaney, John Fennell, Cyril O’Meara (Capt.), Paddy Doyle, Tony Maher, Oliver Phelan.



COLM
BROWNE

half back and impressed so

much he played most of his

subsequent football as a

defender. In his beloved

Portlaoise jersey he won ten

senior county titles, four

Leinster club titles and the

AllIreland club success in

1983, of which he was player

manager. Colm also

managed the county team on

two different occasions and

has coached at club and

county level in all 

Colm Browne, distinguished
himself as an all-round top-class
footballer and a very
accomplished competitor in both
defence and attacking
departments. In his under age and
early adult years he helped
Portlaoise win many titles as a
forward but in a famous All-Ireland
club semi-final against the mighty
Austin Stacks from Kerry, he was
selected at centre 

grades from juvenile to

senior. He starred with Laois

and Leinster teams for a

long period and led his

county, as captain, to the

National Football League

success in 1986 and was

selected for the Laois

Millenium team in 2000. He

won many awards including

that of All-Star.
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What were your first memories
of Portlaoise GAA?
My first memories were of seeing

the senior football team win the

three-in-a-row in ’66, ’67 and ’68,

and of training in St Fintan’s

Hospital grounds with the CBS U-

12 team which was, in effect, the

club’s U-12 team.

Early Heroes? 
Brian and Paschal Delaney, Teddy

Fennelly and John Fennell always

stood out to me as being great

players. 

Unsung Heroes? 

Mick Dooley; although he wasn’t

an unsung hero to anyone who

played with him – he was a brilliant

footballer. Also, during my time

playing I thought that the level of

commitment shown to the

footballers by players whose first

love was hurling – Pat Critchley,

John and Billy Bohane, Jimmy

Harding, John Taylor, Cyril Duggan

and Niall Rigney among others –

was exceptional. All the players on

the team that won the club’s first

Leinster SF title in 1971/72, and in

the process coming from eleven

points down, are heroes. They left

a great legacy. 

Best players down through the
years? 

Of the players with whom I played

I’d rate Eamon Whelan, Tom

Prendergast and Gerry Browne as

the best – club or county. A

number of the current crop of

senior footballers are also

exceptionally talented and

committed, 

and their achievement in winning

so many Laois SF titles in a row

is a fantastic achievement.

They’ve an unbreakable spirit

and have brought great credit on

the club. I’d love to see them

achieve their ambitions of

winning Leinster and All-Ireland

championships.

Characters?
‘Jazz’ Reilly comes to mind; his

analysis of players’ performances

during or after games was always

very direct, and often very funny

– though he didn’t mean it to be.

But he spoke from the heart and

no player ever fell out with him.

Memories of underage. 
Training in St Fintan’s Hospital,

on the Mountmellick Road next to

Dunnes Stores, on the ‘front’

(now Parkside) and ‘back’ (later

to become the club grounds)

pitches at O’Moore Park. Also,

there were no leagues then; we

played only championship

matches and practice matches in

preparation for the championship;

you were only guaranteed one

championship match in any year.

Another very vivid memory is that

of Bill Phelan’s Volkswagen

Beetle being stuffed to the gills

with players on the way to a

match in some part of the county. 

Biggest influences? 
Bill Phelan was undoubtedly the

biggest influence on players of

my generation. He brought

enormous passion, energy and

commitment to his management

of club’s teams, and players had

great respect for him. 

Highlight of club career. 
Winning the All-Ireland club

championship was special, but

there were many great occasions

with the club. Every

championship we won and every

game we won along the way was

a highlight at the time. The

atmosphere among players and

supporters, especially for games

in the provincial and All Ireland

series was always very special. 

Biggest disappointment? 
Not having won at least one more

All-Ireland SF club championship.

Also, that the hurlers who had

shown such great commitment to

the football team fell agonisingly

short of claiming a Leinster club

SH in the same year as the

footballers won the SF title

(1987). 

What would your aspirations
be for the club in 20 years’
time? 

I’d hope that we can continue to

produce great players who have

the ‘never say die’ spirit that the

club has built such a tradition for,

and that, no matter what other

developments take place, playing

games and trying to win

championships continue to be the

top priorities. 

What does Portlaoise GAA
mean to you? 
It means being privileged to have

played with such a great club, on

teams and with players that had

something special about them, on

and off the field. And it’s great

that we still have such teams and

players in the club. 
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PORTLAOISE
Laois U-21 Football Champions 1975

Portlaoise 2-10 V 0-04 Arles

Back: Jack Critchley, Tommy Keogh, Dick Sides, Jimmy Cotter, Pat Murphy, Jack Delaney, Jimmy Griffin, Billy Bland, Jimmy

Bergin, Gerry Griffin, George Buggy, Martin Carroll, Christy Dunne, Phil Shanahan, Bill Dunne, Paddy O’Brien. 
Front: Colm Browne, Tom Prendergast, Billy Bohane, Liam Connell, Bernie Conroy, Kieran Daly, Liam Scully, George Plunkett,
Brendan Tynan, Martin Callaghan, Tony Flanagan, Bill Phelan.

PORTLAOISE
All-Ireland Senior Football Champions 1982/1983

Portlaoise 0-12 V 2-00 Clann na nGael

Back: Mick McDonald (selector), Eamon Conroy, Sean Dunne, Eamon Whelan, Mick Lillis, Ger Rowney, Mick Mulhall, Mick

Dooley, Jimmy Bergin, Mark Kavanagh, Joe Keenan, Sean Bergin, John Bohane, Bernie Conroy, Teddy Fennelly (selector); 
Front: Bill Phelan (selector), Noel Scully, Billy Bohane, Gerry Browne, Tom Prendergast, Liam Scully (Capt.), Noel Prendergast,
Brian Rankin, Pat Critchley, Colm Browne, Jas. O’Reilly (selector), Tony Maher (selector).



 Ciorcal Comhrá

Ainm: Ben Dempsey 
Aois: Ocht mbliana deag daois 
Leasainm: ”Sonny”
Post: Fós I scoil 
Scoileanna ina d’fhreastail tú: Gaelscoil Portlaoise agus St. Mary’s
CBS
Caithimh Aimsire: Peil ghaelach agus rugbaí 
An clár Netflix is fearr leat: Is aoibheann liom Suits agus South
Park 
Banna ceoil is fearr leat: Back Street Boys 
An áit is fearr le dul ar laethanta saoire? Sin ceist deachair ach
b’fhéidir Spàinn
Cén áit ar an bpáirc is fearr leat? An ait is fearr liom ná lánchúlaí
An pháirc is fearr leat? Páirc Uí Mhórdha
Do thionchar is mó: Is é mo chlann an thionchar is mó atá agam
Cé hí/hé do laoch spóirt? Is é Roy Keane mo laoch spóirt mar gach
cluiche a dimir sé léirigh sé paisean agus déine
An t-imreoir Cumann Luthchleas Gaeil is fearr leat: An t-imreoir is
fear liom ná Mairc Ó Sé.Nuair a bhíonn cluiche agaim bíonn mé I
gcónaí ag feachaint air a buaicphointí chun cabhruú a thabhairt
liom. 
Comhairle d’imreoirí óga: Ná bíodh imní ort nuair a théann rudaí
mícheart ach foghlaim uatha 

Ainm: Amy Ní Bhroin
Aois: 21
Leasainm: Níl leasaimn agam. 
Post: Is mac léinn mé i gColáiste Mhuire gan Smál
Scoileanna ina d’fhreastail tú: Scoil Chrío Ró-Naofa agus Scoil
Chríost Rí.
Caithimh Aimsire: Imrím peil ghaelach, cispheil agus camógaíocht.
An clár Netflix is fearr leat: One Tree Hill
Banna ceoil is fearr leat: The Script
An áit is fearr le dul ar laethanta saoire? An Spáinn
Cén áit ar an bpáirc is fearr leat? Leath-chúil nó lár na páirce
An pháirc is fearr leat? Rathleague
Do thionchar is mó: Mo chlann, mo Dhaid go háirithe. Agus ar
ndóigh, Pat Critchley.

Cé hí/hé do laoch spóirt? Katie Taylor
An t-imreoir Cumann Luthchleas Gaeil is fearr leat: Breige
Corkery
Comhairle d’imreoirí óga: Bain taitneamh as do chuid spóirt, agus
cleachtadh na scileanna bunúsacha i gcónaí.
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An raibh tú ag an gcluiche ceannais mionúir
san iomaint an tseachtain seo caite? 

Were you at the minor hurling final last week?



FRÁSAÍ ÚSÁIDEACHA
USEFUL PHRASES

Seanfhocail - Old Sayings

Bhí mé…. bhí slua ollmhór ann
I was….there was a huge crowd 

Bhí an seastán agus an ardán plodaithe
The stand and terrace were packed

Conas a d’éirigh Brochan sa chúl? 
How did Brochan get on in goals?

Bhí sé go h-iontach….tá poc fada aige
He was great…he has a long puck out

Beidh lá eile ag an bpaorach
The shepherd will have another
day/There will be another day!



Creid gur féidir leat agus tá tú

leath bhealaigh ann
Believe you can and you are half

way there

Abbeyleix - Mainistir Laoise-Abbey of Laois

Clonad - Cluain Fada-Long pasture

Mountmellick - Móinteach Mílic-Moor of the wet ground

Mountrath - Móin Rátha-Bog of the fort

The Heath - An Fraoch Mór-The great heather

Portlaoise - Port Laoise-Port of the tribe of Laoighis

LOGAINMNEACHA - PLACE NAMES



Rince Foirne/ Céilí Dancing
Amhránaíocht Aonair/ Solo Singing
Aithriseoireacht/Scéalaíocht/
Recitation/Storytelling
Bailéad Ghrúpa/ Ballad Group
Léiriú Stáitse/ Novelty Act
Ceol Uirlise/ Instrumental Music
Rince Seit/ Set Dancing
Tráth na gCeist/ Table Quiz

Imeachtaí/Events



Scór na bPáistí



Scór na bPáistí is for Primary
School children and will take
place in St.Fintans Hall in
Mountrath on Friday June
10th at 7pm.  

If your child is interested in
entering this competition
contact Tommy on 087-
2939077 as soon as possible.



Birthday Surprises for Dick & Sonny



Birthday Surprises for Dick & Sonny



POPORTLAOISE GAA



Portlaoise GAA Club
Social Night

 Friday 22nd April 2022Out & About With Portlaoise GAA 

Portlaoise 'Masters' Hurling Team who won the Eoin Fingleton
Memorial Cup in Drimnagh on Saturday 7th May 

Our Senior Hurlers
taking part in the 2022

Darkness Into Light
Walk

'Out Of Townie' Sean Bergin, former Portlaoise Hurling star, catches up
with Zoom on a recent visit back to town from his home  in Liverpool 



Portlaoise GAA Club
Social Night

 Friday 22nd April 2022

 Strength In Numbers

Town All Stars 
Back In Action 

Sunday Mornings 



 Portlaoise LGFA - One Good Club

Portlaoise LGFA Club is delighted to be nominated
for The One Good Club Mental Health Programme



#OneGoodClub sponsored by Lidl

 
There are five modules that must be completed in
order to get recognised. Each module will run for

two weeks



Stage 1 – BE ACTIVE (22ND May – 4th June) 

Stage 2 – TAKE NOTICE (5th – 18th June) 

Stage 3 – GIVE (19TH June – 2nd July) 

Stage 4 – KEEP LEARNING (3rd July – 16th July)
 
Stage 5 – CONNECT (17th July – 30th July) 

Lidl Plaque Presentation 
31st July TG4 All Ireland Finals – Croke Park 






JUNE FIXTURES
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